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T his time of year is exciting, but 
also very busy! But our new-
look website and online services 

feature on pages 4 and 5 could help you 
contact the council quickly and easily 
– giving you more time for your festive 
preparations!

As you know, the council faces significant 
budget challenges due to funding cuts 
made by central Government. We’ve 
once again reviewed our services to 
identify how we can do things differently 
and make savings.  This magazine has 
also been subject to that review and in 

the New Year, we will be updating you in 
different ways.  Firstly, a newsletter will 
be produced every other month, which 
will be available for you to pick up in a 
range of places including our One Stop 
Shops, libraries, children’s centres, doctors 
surgeries and walk in centres. Plus, all of 
the latest news is available on our new 
website - www.knowsleynews.co.uk

In this bumper edition, you’ll find the 
winners of our Spaces photography 
competition and our Sports and Cultural 
Awards.  Plus there’s updates on Kirkby 
and Prescot and features on new housing 

and transport developments, festive 
information and advice, a new road 
safety book, the Open Art exhibition,  
our what’s on guide and much more!

Finally I’d like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a happy and peaceful 
Christmas and New Year.

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Leader of Knowsley Council

Latest news 02

What’s hot 04

04 New look website and online services
06 Knowsley winners
08 New college campus opens
08 Parliamentary Boundary Review
 consultation
09 Housing demand continues to rise
09  Does your family have military links?  

Place 10

10 Latest Kirkby news 
12 Prescot update
13 Housing and transport developments

Festive focus 14

Community noticeboard 16

Supporting people 18

18 Staying safe and independent
18 How to report a safeguarding concern

Young people 19

19 Latest news from Children’s Services
20 Knowsley Apprentice recruits its 
 1,000th Apprentice

Lifestyle 21

21 So much to do with your library
 membership
21 Local art goes on show

In focus 22

22 Celebrating Shakespeare
22 Flashmob takes over Huyton Village
23 Launch of Super Bob road safety book
23 You can foster
24 Stay well this winter
25 Economic Growth Plan unveiled
25 Speech and language pathway
26 Could you give a child a loving home?
26 What is Universal Credit?
27 Festive recycling tips

What’s on 28

YOUR VIEWS
If you have any comments, please 
contact Knowsley Council’s 
Communications Team.

Knowsley News
Knowsley Council
Huyton Municipal Buildings
Archway Road 
Huyton L36 9YU

telephone: 0151 443 3536
email:
knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available via 
podcast on the council’s website and 
in other formats including Braille, 
large print and audio tape.
 
Ring customer services on
0151 443 4031 or email
customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

New look website Festive focus

Local art on show Celebrating Shakespeare
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www.knowsley.gov.uk
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www.knowsleynews.co.uk

 Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/knowsley.council
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www.twitter.com/knowsleycouncil
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Spaces 2016
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Knowsley News
is produced by
Knowsley Metropolitan
Borough Council.  

Designed by Knowsley Council’s
Communications Team.

Festive opening hours
You can access a wide range of our customer services throughout the Christmas and 
New Year period via our website at www.knowsley.gov.uk

However, please note that our One Stop Shop, Contact Centre and Register Office opening times will vary 
over the festive period. Normal working hours will apply up to and including Thursday, 22 December and 
will resume on Tuesday, 3 January. In between those dates, the opening hours are:

For ceremony availability at the Register Office over the festive period, please ring 0151 443 2900.

 One Stop Shops Contact Centre Register Office

Friday, 23 December Closed Closed 9am-midday
Christmas Eve Closed Closed Closed
Christmas Day Closed Closed Closed
Boxing Day Closed Closed Closed
Tuesday, 27 December Closed Closed Closed
Wednesday, 28 December 9am-4pm 9am-4pm 9am-5pm
Thursday, 29 December 9am-5pm 9am-5pm 9am-5pm
Friday, 30 December Closed Closed 9am-midday
New Year’s Eve Closed Closed Closed
New Year’s Day Closed Closed Closed
Monday, 2 January Closed Closed Closed



02 www.knowsley.gov.uk www.knowsleynews.co.uk        03

If you’re the parent or a carer of child or 
young person with special educational 
needs and / or disabilities (SEND), then 
our new website is for you! It contains 
all the information you’ll need - from 
schools and education, health and care 
services, through to leisure activities 
and support groups - all available at the 
touch of a button. If you haven’t already, 
take a look today at
www.knowsleyinfo.co.uk and see the 
range of support and services that are 
available to you.

The council once again has to find significant savings due to the drastic 
funding cuts imposed by central Government.  On top of the £86 million 
already saved since 2010, up to a further £26 million of savings need to be 
found over the next three years.

Many council services have already 
been reduced or stopped entirely. The 
council’s workforce has been reduced 
and alternative funding streams sought, 
but more needs to be done.  All council 
services have once again been reviewed 
to identify where savings can be made.  
At this stage, they are just proposals and 
before any final decisions are made, the 
council wants to hear from you.

It is important that we are open and 
transparent on the savings options being 
considered and how they may impact on 
you, your family and your local area. So, 
if you do have comments on any of the 
proposals, now is the time to have your 
say.  The savings proposals can be viewed 
on the www.knowsleynews.co.uk and 
you can email your feedback to
budget.savings@knowsley.gov.uk 
before 20 January.

NEW WEBSITE 
for parents 
and carers

Knowsley residents could benefit 
from free boiler and heating repairs 
and, in certain cases, new boiler 
and central heating installations as 
part of the council’s Warm Homes 
Scheme.

Eligible residents must be home owners, 
aged 60 and over or the parent or 

Warm homes 
in Knowsley
guardian of a child under 5, or a parent 
or guardian of a child aged 5-17 where 
the child suffers from a long-term health 
condition and be in receipt of eligible 
benefits or on a low income.  

To find out  more, call Knowsley Council’s 
Energy Officer, Simon Rugen,
on 0151 443 5817.

Latest news Latest news

The closing date for 
applications is 15 
January 2017.  You can 
apply online by visiting 
the council’s website 
or pick up a Primary 
Admissions booklet 
from your local 
primary school. 
Further information about schools and 
the application process can be found on 
the council’s website or by calling the 
School Admissions team on
0151 443 5142 or 5143.

There’s still time for you 
to apply for a primary 
school place

Knowsley was one of many councils 
around the country to join in with 
a 24-hour tweetathon earlier this 
month to highlight the work it does 
on a typical day. 

The council used its Twitter account
@KnowsleyCouncil to post regular 
updates throughout the day, letting 
residents know what its services were 
doing. 

#OurDay is a Local Government 
Association campaign which sees local 

Celebrating 
business 
success

You need never miss a big story from Knowsley again - simply sign up to 
receive e-news from www.knowsleynews.co.uk!

Whether you’ve never visited the council’s new online news site, or you’re a regular 
visitor, make sure you sign up to emails from Knowsley News and you’ll get all the 
latest news, information and events straight into your inbox.
 
Just go to www.tiny.cc/signup and submit your email address to register. 

authorities like Knowsley take over the 
social network for a day to highlight the 
many and varied services they provide. 

Knowsley’s tweets included everything 
from bin collections to activities in 
children’s centres, historical research, 
investigating reports of flytipping and 
highways maintenance. 

You can see a roundup of all the tweets 
from the day on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk 

Council shares a
typical day - in tweets 

Get news from Knowsley in your inbox

B U S I N E S S  &

R E G E N E R AT I O N

AWAR D S

2 0 1 6

KNOWSLEY

Over 600 guests attended the annual 
Knowsley Business and Regeneration 
Awards earlier this month to celebrate 
the achievements
of Knowsley’s 
business community.
Twelve awards were 
handed out at
the ceremony to 
recognise the success
of individuals and 
organisations that
are driving Knowsley’s
economic success.

The full list of this year’s winners
and photos from the awards
ceremony can be found on
www. knowsleybusinessawards.com 

Budget savings proposals 
- have your say

News
In Brief...

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Keep up to date with 
all the latest news at
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What’s hot What’s hot

If you’re not already 
online, or need a little 
bit of help to get the 
best out of being 
online, we can help!

Digital Champions are in each of the 
council’s One Stop Shops in Halewood, 
Huyton, Kirkby and Prescot.  They are 
on-hand to guide you through the online 
process, answer your questions and help 
you get set up.

There are a range of council services that 
you can access at the touch of a button.  
From reporting dog fouling, litter or a 
missed bin, to booking an appointment, 
registering a birth or death and paying 
your Council Tax - it’s all available at 
www.knowsley.gov.uk

You can now apply for your housing 
benefit or Council Tax reduction on 
www.knowsley.gov.uk. More services 
are going online over the coming 
months, so keep logging on to check out 
the latest developments!

Contacting the council online has a 
number of benefits - it’s free, quick, there 

are no queues and you can contact us 
at a date, time or location convenient 
to you, whether you’re at home, work 
or out and about.  Plus our website 
is accessible whether you’re using a 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.

If you feel that a course could help you 
to improve your digital skills, then we 
can help with that too!  There are a 
range of courses, many free of charge, 
taking place across the borough.  There 
is something to suit all abilities and our 
Digital Champions can advise you on 
what’s available.  Alternatively, you can 
call the Family and Community Education 
service on 0151 443 2026 who can 
talk you through the different options 
available.

Remember, if you haven’t got access to 
a computer, you can use the PCs in the 

One Stop Shops, as well as the borough’s 
libraries, for free.

In the New Year, an online chat facility 
will be introduced, so if you need help 
whilst you’re online, you can request our 
online chat support to help you (available 
during the One Stop Shop opening 
hours).  Remember to keep logging on to 
our website to see what’s new.
So, if you haven’t already, there are now 
even more reasons for you to discover 
what you can do online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk 

More reasons to
contact the council  online

The council’s website has a new look - making 
it easier than ever to find the information you 
need, report issues and get tasks done online. 

The new design places a greater emphasis on the things we know you 
want to do on the website - such as reporting potholes, applying for a 
parking permit or booking a Registrars’ appointment.

With an eye-catching design based on easy to understand icons, the site is 
now even easier to navigate, getting you straight to the information you 
want.  It’s mobile friendly so you’ll find it convenient and straightforward 
to use, whatever device you are using - whether it’s a smartphone, 
desktop or tablet.

So, if you want to find out when your bin is collected, report flytipping or 
a faulty lamppost, doing it online offers the quickest, easiest way to do it.

The improvements are all part of the council’s commitment to make it as 
easy and convenient as possible for residents to contact it online - which 
means no waiting on hold or standing in a queue.

So take a look at the new look www.knowsley.gov.uk and see what’s 
new today!

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot
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What’s hot

The winners of the 2016 Knowsley 
Sports and Cultural Awards enjoyed 
an evening compered by Radio City’s 
Steve Hothersall with special guests Phil 
Redmond and Olympic Gold Medallist 
Sam Quek. 

The big winner of the night was football 
coach John McMahon, who received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Young Artist of the Year went to 
breakdancer David Martindale, while 
Adult Artist of the Year was Prescot’s 
Steve Talbot, a gifted artist who has 
also worked on film and television 
productions.

Acting Up received Cultural Group of 
the Year, while the Kirkby Collaborative 
of Schools achieved Schools Cultural 
Education Achievement of the Year. Park 
Brow Primary School picked up School 
Sports Team Achievement of the Year 
for their commitment to giving as many 
pupils the chance to get involved in sport 
as possible. 

Community Group of the Year went 
to cycling group Pedal Away, and The 
Big Help Project, which runs Knowsley 
Foodbank, got the Special Recognition 
for Outstanding Contribution Award. 

Volunteer of the Year went to Thomas 
Hollett, who works with older people as 
part of his role with Nugent Care. Young 
Volunteer of the Year was Nathan Parry, 
who helps run the Knowsley Harrier’s 
junior running club. 

Teacher, Marjie Brown, was Sport 
Volunteer of the Year after working 
tirelessly to inspire children in a wide 
range of different sports. 

Coach of the Year went to Huyton 
Swimming Club’s Nicki Horton and Club 
of the Year was taken by Huyton Juniors 
FC. Thirteen year old snowboarder Scott 
Walsh was named Young Sports Person 
of the Year.

Guests at the awards enjoyed a packed 
programme of entertainment, including 
Big Band music from Mason Brown 
Connection, singing by Chloe Collins and 
Georgia Farrell from Enchord. There was 
dance from Street Feet and a football 
skills display by Ash Randall. 

Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for 
Public Health, Wellbeing and Customer 
Services, said,

        The calibre of the winners this 
year, and the breadth of different 
sporting and cultural achievements 
is really quite incredible. Well done 
to all of Knowsley’s sporting and 
cultural heroes! 

Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for Public Health, Wellbeing and Customer 
Services, said, 

       The incredible standard of entries in this second year of the Spaces 
photography competition is a real testament to the amount of talent 
we have in our borough.

For the second year in a row, some truly stunning images were entered into 
Knowsley’s wellbeing photography competition, Spaces 2.

Sports and Cultural Awards recognise 
heroes of Knowsley

Individuals and clubs who’ve achieved in sports or culture, or inspired others 
to do so, were recognised at an awards ceremony at Knowsley Leisure and 
Culture Park.

PHOTOS CAPTURE
FEELGOOD PLACES AND FACES

WINNER

The winning photos ranged from 
breathtaking images of nature to special 
family moments, and are now on display 
as part of a new photography exhibition, 
Panorama, at Kirkby Gallery. 

The aim of the Spaces 2 photography 
competition is to get people thinking 
about what and who makes them feel 
good and has a positive impact on their 
health and wellbeing. 

The winners were: 

Over 18 - Places
Lightning in Stockbridge - Richard 
Donnelly
All the Fun of the Fair - Ian Hewitt
Dandelion - Christopher White

Over 18 - People
Butter Would Not Melt - Alison Evans
Peaceful Contemplation - Jude Ryan
Elevating Friends - Gill Cowley 

Under 18s - Places
King of Thrones - Saiorse O’Connor
Who’s Watching Who - Rachel Ryan 
Through the Trees - Nieve Gerrard

Under 18s - People
Sports Day - Maisey Gadd
Tour De Knowsley - Grandad and Me  -  
Reece Daniels
Mmmmmmm! - Josh Campbell

Lifetime Achievement Award

Adult Active Achiever Award

Coach of the Year
(L - R) Cllr Eddie Connor, Danny 
Evans (3rd place), Tracey Carr
(2nd place) and Nicki Horton 
(Winner) with Olympic star
Sam Quek.

Phil Redmond
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What’s hot What’s hot

Knowsley Community College has 
officially opened its new, state-of-
the-art campus within the former 
school building on Stockbridge Lane, 
Huyton. 

The new campus, which is within 
walking distance of the college’s Institute 
of Advanced Manufacturing and 
Technology, includes new commercial 
kitchens and an attractive garden 
restaurant, multi-use games pitches, 
recording studio and a new home for the 
radio station, KCC Live.

To mark the 60th anniversary of 
Knowsley’s Army Reserve Centre on 
Liverpool Road, donations of military 
memorabilia are being sought for 
the museum housed there. 

Originally opened in October 1956 
by Lord Derby, the specially designed 
Territorial Army Reserve Centre was 
located at the heart of the community 
and many new recruits wanted to join. 
The centre has continued to recruit from 
the local area over its 60 years so many 
local families will have links with the 
building and possibly artefacts to donate.  

The signatures of Princess Anne, the 
former Prime Minister Harold Wilson and 
Field Marshal Montgomery are amongst 
the local military artefacts which have 
been donated over the years.

Further information about the collection 
is available on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

DOES YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE 
MILITARY 
LINKS?

You still have time to comment on plans to redraw Parliamentary 
boundaries across the United Kingdom.

The Boundary Commission has carried out a review, with the aim of 
reducing the number of constituencies and MPs from 650 to 600 and 
making each constituency roughly the same size.

Under the commission’s initial proposals, the three existing 
constituencies representing our communities (Garston and Halewood, 
Knowsley, St Helens South and Whiston) would be unaffected. This 
minimises any potentially negative impact on your community.

Knowsley Council supports the proposals as they recognise and 
retain the identity of the borough and recognise our long-standing 
community links.

You have until Monday, 5 December to have your say via the 
Boundary Commission website at www.bce2018.org.uk

The campus also hosts specialist centres 
including Knowsley University Centre 
for higher level qualifications,  
MD Productions performing arts and the 
Lee Stafford hair and beauty academy.

The opening of the campus also secures 
continued educational use of the former 
Christ the King Centre for Learning 
building, which the council committed to 
following its closure in 2013.

Anne Pryer, Principal of Knowsley 
Community College, said,

        At the heart of what we do 
is the belief that with support and 
access to fantastic resources and 
skilled tutors, our young people, 
adults and the wider community can 
achieve their goals. 

We now have a campus that provides 
21st Century facilities and first class 
equipment to better enable our 
students to progress on to their 
chosen career or higher education.

New college campus opens

Have your say on new 
Parliamentary boundaries

Ambitious
growth for 
Knowsley
Demand for new homes in Knowsley 
continues to rise and the council 
is committed to supporting the 
development of high quality housing
in the borough. 

Halsnead is an exciting new development and 
a key part of the council’s ambitious growth 
plans for Knowsley. 

This development will create a new community 
in South Whiston that will attract new 
people and families into the area. It will 
offer a range of high quality housing, 
create new employment opportunities as 
well as enhancements to local facilities 
for the existing community. 

Alongside this, the development will also 
include a country park, a new primary 
school and improvements to other 
community and leisure facilities. 

Over the past few months, the council 
has been preparing the exciting new Masterplan that will help to guide any 
development in the area and will also ensure that the natural beauty of the 
area is protected and enhanced. 

During January and February (subject to Cabinet approval) the council 
wants you to get involved and share your views on this huge opportunity 
for Knowsley. 

For more details visit the council’s website (and search for consultations) 
and www.knowsleynews.co.uk 

Find out more at
www.knowsleynews.co.uk
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Regeneration specialist St Modwen 
revealed the proposed scheme at a public 
consultation event and will shortly submit 
a planning application to the council.

St Modwen has worked closely with the 
council since buying land in the town 
centre last year. The plans would see:

Norwich Way is set to be permanently 
closed off to vehicles to create an 
attractive pedestrianised area.

Work will commence early in the  
New Year to create the pedestrianised 
area between the Kirkby Centre and 
Civic Square.

It will also allow easy pedestrian access  
to the Cenotaph and flag pole, which 
have been refurbished, cleaned and 
relocated to Civic Square with the 
support of the Royal British Legion.

You may have noticed that the former 
Kirkby Municipal Building on Cherryfield 
Drive is in the process of being 
demolished.

The building was in a poor condition 
and required extensive renovation works 
which the council could not afford.

Once the building has been completely 
demolished, the site will be 
levelled, railed off and grass 
seeds planted. 

The site is for sale for a new 
development.

Former 
council site 
available for 
development

Norwich 
Way to be 
pedestrianised

• A new supermarket in the town centre
• Restaurants and a cinema on the
 former Kirkby Library site
• New shops in the town centre
• New landscaping and green spaces
• Improved pedestrian links between
 new developments and the existing
 town centre
• A temporary car park to the south of
 Cherryfield Drive while construction
 work is carried out

Steven Knowles, St Modwen’s Regional 
Director - North, said,

        Our plans for Kirkby provide 
us with an opportunity to develop 
a town centre that the people of 
Kirkby deserve and have been 
waiting a long time for. 

We strongly believe that our 
proposal will strengthen and 
enhance the existing town centre, 
will increase the offer for shoppers 
by bringing new shops to Kirkby  
and create jobs for local people.

Plans have been unveiled for a new supermarket, cinema,
restaurants and shops in Kirkby town centre.

Cllr Mike Murphy, Cabinet Member for Regeneration 
and Economic Development, said,

        The council and our partners have already 
completed a huge number of significant 
developments in Kirkby in recent years for the 
benefit of residents and businesses. 

Like all Kirkby residents, I now look forward  
to seeing the delivery of our new supermarket, 
shops, cinema and restaurant to confirm  
that Kirkby is a place on the up.

The plans will be considered by Knowsley Council’s 
Planning Committee in Spring 2017.

You can find out more about the plans at
www.kirkbytowncentre.com

Passengers are now benefiting 
from a range of improved 
services and facilities at the 
new Kirkby Bus Station.

Merseytravel held an official 
opening ceremony last month after 
replacing the old, outdated bus 
station with the new modern  
£1.7 million facility.

Passengers now benefit from 
better information and signage, 
CCTV, Help Points and access kerbs 
to help them get on and off buses.

Representatives from 
Merseytravel and the 
council were among the 
guests at the opening 
which included a dedication 
to former Merseytravel 
Committee Vice Chair 
and Knowsley Borough 
Councillor Mal Sharp, who 
passed away last year.

NEW bus station officially openedPlans for supermarket, 
shops and cinema
in Kirkby



LOCAL ROADS IMPROVED

NEW ARTWORK

Following the restoration of the  
Max Spielmann building, a 
permanent artwork feature will be 
commissioned for the wall of the 
building on Aspinall Street. 

The bespoke and high quality artwork 
will interpret the heritage of Prescot, 
represent the historical printing 
industry and the Max Spielmann 
photography shop itself. 

The local community and businesses 
will be involved in creating the 
artwork which will create a new 
feature for visitors to the town  
centre to enjoy. 

The new building will replace fire stations 
in Huyton and Whiston when they close 
and Merseyside Police will also operate  
a Neighbourhood Police Station from  
the building.

The new, modern facilities will allow 
firefighters and police officers to work in 
closer partnership to give the best service 
to the public now and in years to come. 

The project has helped to sensitively restore and 
repair the historic features of five buildings in total 
and work has already started on another two 
buildings. This year, numbers 19, 29-31, 54 and 56 
Eccleston Street (Andrew Louis, Millicans Opticians, 
Age UK and Max Spielmann) have been repaired, 
four new flats have been created and five shopfronts 
and signage have been restored. 

Future projects will include four more 
shopfront restorations, two building 
repairs and one new flat, with many 
other projects in their early stages. 

You can follow the THI regular  
blog www.prescotthi.org/blog   
and view all photos on Flickr  
www.flickr.com/photos/prescot_thi  

Prescot
Christmas lights

switch on
Come along to this year’s 
switch on event on Saturday, 
3 December from 2.30pm to 
5.30pm.

Special guests include Kirsty Hornby, 
AKA Miss Prescot, and Nicola Western, 
winner of Prescot’s Got Talent over  
16’s category. 

There’s also the usual festive favourites 
including donkey rides, children’s fun 
fair, face painting, refreshments,  
radio roadshow and a visit from Father 
Christmas. 

This event is provided by Prescot 
Town Council in association with 
Prescot Town Team and Market Village.

Conserving 
Prescot’s Heritage

Work has started on a new 
Community Fire and Police 
Station in Prescot which 
is expected to be fully 
operational in February 2018. 

This year, the Prescot Townscape 
Heritage Initiative (THI) has invested 
almost £1 million into preserving and 
enhancing Prescot’s Conservation Area. 

Work begins on Prescot 
Community Fire and 
Police Station

Cllr Andy Moorhead, Cllr Mike Murphy, Philip Whitehead from 
Countryside and Matthew Townson from Sigma, which delivers private 
rented sector housing, at the Mackets Lane development in Halewood.
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Place Place

A host of high quality new 
housing developments are nearing 
completion across the borough.

Developer Countryside is building a total 
of 583 new homes across five sites in a 
partnership with Knowsley Council.

Over half a million pounds has been invested into highway improvements for walkers, 
cyclists and public transport users in Knowsley this year.

The improvements include:

Kirkby - New signalised crossings on the County Road, Simonswood Lane and Park Brow Drive 
crossroads and a new crossing on County Road. Cyclists and pedestrians can now use the footpath 
between Park Brow Drive and Lyelake. 

Prescot - A new signal-controlled crossing on Manchester Road and the footpath between 
Manchester Road, Hall Lane and Steley Way can now be used by cyclists and pedestrians.

Halewood - The footway between Jaguar Land Rover and Higher Road can now be used by 
pedestrians and cyclists and there is a new cycle lane on Higher Road.

Huyton - Signal-controlled crossing points at the junction of Liverpool Road, Bluebell Lane and 
Primrose Drive and between Alamein Road and Pennard Avenue. The footpath has also been 
upgraded and links to the wider cycle and walking network. 

The work is funded through the Sustainable Transport Enhancement Package (STEP) and the 
Liverpool City Region Local Growth Fund. 

For full details of all of the improvements visit www.knowsleynews.co.uk/local-roads-improved

Through the agreement, the homes are 
being built on disused land owned by the 
council to increase the availability of high 
quality housing in the borough.

Show villages are being launched in the 
next few weeks at Highfield Green in 
Kirkby, Harrington Place in Huyton and 
Goddard Chase in Halewood.

A large number of properties have 
already been sold off-plan before 
the developments have even been 
completed. The first occupants will move 
into their brand new homes early in the 
New Year.

Meanwhile, residents have already been 
moving into their new homes on the 
private rented developments on Mackets 
Lane in Halewood and Scotchbarn Lane 
in Prescot.

For more information about the 
developments, visit
www.countryside-properties.com 

High quality homes 
on the market

Representatives from Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service, Merseyside Police, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, and Knowsley Council have worked together to make the joint station a reality. 



Festive Knowsley
Don’t miss Knowsley’s
Christmas panto

COMING UP AT THE vENUE

AVOID DANGEROUS E-LIQUIDS

Finding Christmas credit

Christmas isn’t far off and what is 
Christmas without a pantomime? 

This year, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs comes 
to Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park from 3 to 
6 December with shows in both the daytime and 
evening.

Eastenders’ star Joshua Pascoe, who played Ben 
Mitchell from 2010 to 2012, is one of the stars in 
the show, portraying Muddles. Steven Arnold, who is best known for 
his portrayal of Ashley Peacock in Coronation Street, also makes 
an appearance in the show as the face in the Magic Mirror.

Tickets are just £8 for children and concessions, and £10 for adults.

You can buy your tickets at www.ticketquarter.co.uk, in person at Knowsley 
Leisure and Culture Park, or by calling 0151 443 2200.

If you’re still on the lookout for a 
great night out this festive season, 
then look no further than The Venue.

We’ve got three great party nights, 
with an appearance by tribute band 
80s Rewind on Friday, 9 December, 
followed by one of the top party bands 
in the North West, Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered the following night – on 
Saturday, 10 December.

There’s also Pop Friction at the Movies 
on Friday, 16 December when you 
can dance the night away to some of 
the greatest movie tracks of all time. 
Tickets for the party nights cost £15 
and include a hot supper.

You can welcome in 2017 at our New 
Year’s Eve Cabaret Dinner, featuring 
entertainment from Roy G Hemmings 
and The Prim-ettes. Tickets are just £40.

To find out 
more about 
what’s on at 
The Venue ring 
0151 443 3761 
or visit 
www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk

Be wary of e-liquids sold in 
packaging which children could 
confuse with food.

The council’s Trading Standards officers 
removed a large number of these 
products from sale in the borough 
because they breach a number of 
regulations and could be attractive to 
children.

The liquids could cause serious harm if 
youngsters mistake them for food and 
put them in their mouths.

The cost of Christmas shopping can easily 
add up, but don’t let festive debt ruin your 
new year.

Your local credit union can offer you free, confidential 
advice about managing your finances. They can help 
you plan your budget and, if necessary, point you 
towards legitimate, affordable credit.

Don’t be tempted by loan sharks. These people 
offer to lend money illegally. They charge extremely 
high interest rates and can be intimidating and 
violent to victims. 

If you have information about loan sharks, contact 
the Stop Loan Sharks hotline on 0300 555 2222 or 
email reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk

The products removed from sale in 
Knowsley include:

• Mech Shakes
• Drippy Lee Pounding Clouds
• Milky Cones Vapory
• Murica
• Milkshake Man
• Kreamy Vapes

If you have concerns about any 
products please ring the Environmental 
Health and Consumer Protection 
Service on 0151 443 4712.

It’s important to know your 
consumer rights when you’re 
doing your Christmas shopping.

The Consumer Rights Act is there to 
help you shop with confidence and 
get your money back if there is a 
problem with the presents you buy.

The key things to remember are:

• Before you pay for your presents, 
check the trader’s policy on 
returns

• Check that children’s toys have a 
CE safety mark and are suitable 
for the age of child you’re 
buying for

• If the product you buy is faulty, 
poor quality or not fit for 
purpose, you can return it within 
30 days for a full refund

• If you’re buying someone a 
present with a contract, such as a 
phone or tablet, check the terms 
and conditions so you know what 

you’re signing up to

• Don’t buy from temporary 
traders who may not be 

there after Christmas

For more advice and 
guidance on your 
consumer rights, please 
ring the national Citizens 

Advice Consumer Service 
on 08454 04 05 06.

Know your
consumer rights

The festive period is approaching fast, so whether you’ve got everything wrapped 
up or still have a massive ‘to do’ list, our festive information and tips will help 
you...
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CONTACT US
You can ring or email us about 
interesting stories and activities in 
your area. 
Please call 0151 443 3536 or email 
communications@knowsley.gov.uk

The annual Knowsley Older People’s Fun Olympics 
(KOPFO) took place in Halewood last month.

The event brought fun-loving over 50s together to have fun and 
keep active. 

KOPFO offers weekly activities for older people in a number of 
locations across the borough, aiming to improve the health and 
wellbeing of older people in Knowsley by helping them lead a healthy 
lifestyle.

At the annual fun Olympics, participants got involved with a range of 
activities including badminton, table tennis and new age kurling. 

To find out more, contact Geoff Lyon on 0151 430 7710.

Olympics event for older people

Keeping it local
An initiative aimed at helping people in need of care and support to live well in their local neighbourhood will 

see new partnerships forged with community groups and service providers.

The council wants to work with local people and providers of health and care services to develop local, community-based 

support that enables people to stay independent and safe.

The new scheme offers advice, information and possible funding support to people who have great ideas and want to turn 

them into a small business or community venture. There’s also support for individuals, groups and organisations already 

providing services who would like to develop them further.
 
So far a number of ‘Shaping the Future’ community events have been held in Huyton, Halewood and Kirkby to launch the 

programme. These have been attended by local residents, representatives from community groups, health and social care 

providers, as well as the council and the NHS.

Cllr Steff O’Keeffe, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care said,

      We want to support the local community to develop 

local ideas and initiatives that ensure people get the right 

support in the neighbourhoods where they grow, live, work 

and age.

If you would like to get involved or have a great idea that you  

would like to tell us about please contact our Community Catalyst, 

Mike Hanrahan on 07584 474542 or email  

mike.hanrahan@communitycatalysts.co.uk for more information.
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Community Community

Lottery windfall for Bowring Park
A successful funding bid is bringing almost £2 million to help restore Bowring Park in Huyton.

The £1.9 million Heritage Lottery ‘Parks for People’ funding will help bring a number of exciting developments to the historic park, including improvements to entrances, paths, car parking, signage, as well as creating new visitor facilities and spaces for community events and activities. Work will get underway in summer 2017.

There will also be lots of opportunities for people to get involved with the project – from gardening in the walled gardens to helping research the history of the park and organising activities and events. Contact the Green Spaces Team on 0151 443 3682 if you’d like to get involved.

Community

notice board
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Mindful yoga in Huyton
 
If you’re looking to improve your health, fitness and mental 
wellbeing, Mindful Yoga classes may be the answer.
 
Classes are held at Roby Community Centre on Monday 
(10am-11am) and Wednesday (5-6pm), The Old School House,
St John’s Road, on Thursday (6.30pm-7.30pm) and 16 Childwall 
Lane, on Sunday (9am-10.30am). For more information or to book 
a class visit www.mindfulyogaliverpool.com
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Supporting people Young people

PROGRESS MADE iN CHiLDREN’S 
SERviCES

Education Commission

Helping you stay safe
and independent

Safeguarding
adults from
abuse and
neglect
Safeguarding means 
protecting an adult’s right 
to live in safety, free from 
abuse and neglect. Abuse 
takes many forms and can 
include everything from 
physical and sexual harm to 
discrimination and neglect.

If you have concerns that an 
adult may be at risk you must 
report it immediately by calling 
the Knowsley Multi Agency 
Safeguarding Hub on 0151 443 
2600. You can report concerns using 
this number 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

Remember safeguarding is 
everyone’s business. Don’t be
afraid to get involved. You may
be the only person who can help. 

Ofsted inspectors have confirmed that progress has been made in 
all areas of the council’s child protection services.  Inspectors noted 
that there is stable social work support and that staff demonstrate 
passion and commitment to young people. 

Ofsted also reviewed the areas in child protection identified as needing 
improvement in their 2014 inspection and found that there had been 
improvement in all of these areas.  

Cllr Gary See, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, said,

     This demonstrates that we have made improvements and are 
delivering quality services in the borough. We now await Ofsted’s 
full inspection of Children’s Services next year, which I hope will be 
as positive as this latest inspection.

Telecare uses remote monitoring 
technology to alert support services of 
falls and other emergencies, and helps 
people stay independent in their own 
home for as long as possible.
And the really good news is that 
most of these aids are free for many 
Knowsley residents.

How does it work?
A small ‘Lifeline’ base unit is installed in 
your home and you are given either an 
alarm button pendant or a wrist band 
which can detect if you need help. 

Are you aged 65 or over? Would you, or someone you know, like 
help staying safe and independent at home? If so, the latest Telecare 
devices could help.

You may have heard that Knowsley has launched an Education 
Commission, but do you know what it is? 

It brings together the council, Department for Education, national and local leaders in 
education, working alongside business partners, to build on best practice and provide 
challenge where needed in order to improve education outcomes.  

Regular updates on the Commission’s work will be available on  
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Outstanding and Good
Nurseries

All of Knowsley’s private and voluntary 
nurseries have been rated outstanding or 
good by Ofsted – and we are one of only 
four areas in the whole country to achieve 
this accolade!  

This endorsement highlights the borough’s 
childcare settings, which offer sustainable 
and quality childcare provision which is 
accessible, inclusive and affordable to 
parents and carers. To find out more about 
childcare provision in Knowsley, contact 
the Early Years Service on 0151 443 5635.

A Level
Update

Your alarm call will be picked up by 
a trained operator who will quickly 
assess the problem and organise 
help, as well as informing your family 
or carer.

The council has been working with 
the Department for Education, as 
well as local MPs, to secure the 
future of A Level provision in the 
borough.  
This work is progressing well and 
a number of options are being
explored which will be consulted 
on over the coming months.

Updates will be available on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

i want to find out more
To find out if you could benefit from free Telecare equipment, look out for the 
information leaflet enclosed in this edition of Knowsley News.

The leaflet gives more details about the free support on offer to residents aged 
65 and over, and lets you know what to do if you think Telecare equipment might 
be right for you. We’re also hoping that carers will get in touch too.

To register your interest all you have to do is return the back page of the leaflet 
to us at the FREEPOST address. There’s no stamp or envelope needed.

You can also register your interest by ringing 0151 443 5199, online at 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/telecare, or email us for more information at 
assistive.technology@knowsley.gov.uk
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Young people Lifestyle

You can do so much with a free library membership!

THE KNOWSLEY

Young
careers
take off

Libraries offer something for 
the whole family, to support 
you at different times in your 
life, and it’s free to join! 

You’ll find books to borrow, reading 
groups, learning opportunities, 
computers, printers, access to the 
internet with free WiFi and lots of 
information to support you in your 
daily life.

Plus there’s term-time and school 
holiday activities for children 
including computer coding, story 
and rhyme sessions for under 
fives, family history and computer 
helpdesks, author talks, information 
and activities to support your health 
and wellbeing (including ‘books on 
prescription’). 

To make it easier for busy families 
to read, we now have a free 
e-Books service, offering a wide 
choice of titles to download and 
read on your computer or mobile 
device. 

Plus, the Mobile Library visits more 
areas of the borough than ever and 
you can join on board!

For some customers, the Home 
Delivery Service can come to you 
offering books (including large 
print), CDs and children’s books – 
call 0151 443 4202 to find out if 
you qualify for the service. 

As well as becoming a member 
in person, you can email 
yourlibrary@knowsley.gov.uk 
with your name, address and 
postcode. You will then be issued 

Local art
goes on show

A collection of incredible art, all created by artists with a connection to Knowsley, is 
now on show at Huyton Gallery. 

The annual Open Art exhibition includes works by people who live, work, study or volunteer in 
the borough. 

Once again the standard of exhibits is extremely high, and ranges from oil paintings to collage, 
sculpture to drawing. 

The Open is a much-anticipated annual exhibition, which showcases the talented artists in the 
borough, both young and old. Now in its 16th year, it has helped lots of local artists find an audience 
for their work, giving many the opportunity to further develop their artistic careers. 

So make sure you go along and take a look for yourself – and don’t forget to vote for your favourite, 
which could see them win the Visitor’s Choice prize – before the exhibition closes on 7 January. 

Huyton Gallery is situated within Huyton Library on Civic Way, Huyton, and is open Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 5pm, closed on Wednesdays, open on Thursdays and Saturdays 
10am to 1pm.

The Knowsley Apprentice programme
has now recruited 1,000 young people
into apprenticeships.

with a membership 
number and PIN, 
which is all you need 
to start borrowing 
e-Books, or pop into a 
branch with proof of 
ID and address for full 
membership.

Leah Lewin, aged 16 from Huyton, 
is the 1,000th person to be recruited 
on the programme. She started 
her apprenticeship at First Ark in 
September after completing her 
GCSEs at The Prescot School.  

In her role as Customer Access 
Apprentice, Leah is based in the 
contact centre and takes calls from 
KHT tenants, deals with enquiries 
about their rent, takes payments, 
sets up Direct Debits and helps with 
any payment queries. Leah is also 
studying towards an NVQ Level 2 in 
Customer Service. 

Leah said,

      I applied for the Knowsley 
Apprentice programme while I 
was still in school as I thought 
it would be a great opportunity 
to earn money and continue to 
learn. I’m really enjoying it. I’ve 
still got loads to learn but it’s 
going really well.

Cllr Mike Murphy, Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration and Economic 
Development said,

      This is a fantastic milestone 
to have reached and I am 
delighted that we have been 
able to help so many young 
people across Knowsley to get 
into work. 

The Knowsley Apprentice is an 
excellent programme which has 
made a real difference to the 
lives of so many young people 
and given them a really positive 
start to their working lives.

If you’re interested in becoming 
a Knowsley Apprentice, visit the 
council’s website. 

If you’re a business interested in 
recruiting an apprentice, call the 
team 0151 443 5953 or email  
theknowsleyapprentice@
knowsley.gov.uk

All three and four year olds 
are currently entitled to up to 
15 hours a week of free 
education and childcare. 
From September 2017 working 
parents may be entitled to 
additional free childcare for 
their three and four year olds. 

If you are eligible, you can take the 
additional hours flexibly throughout 
the year, during term-time, in a school, 
academy or with a registered childcare 
provider, including childminders. The 
hours can also be split across more than 
one childcare provider.

For more information, ring the 
Childcare Information Service on 
0151 443 5635.



These activities can instantly boost your 
mood and have been proven to help 
improve your mental wellbeing if you 
practise them regularly. 

One in four people will suffer from a 
mental health condition at some point 
in their lives so it is important to make 
time to look after your mental health. 

The book was launched in September 
and every primary school in Knowsley 
and Liverpool will receive a copy of 
‘Super Bob’. 

You can buy copies of the book 
through Paypal for £7 (£5 for the 
book and £2 for postage and packing) 
from thebobbycollerantrustfund@
outlook.com – include your address in 
the notes section. 

in focus in focus
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Super Bob teaches road safetyFLASHMOb   TAKES  OvER  HUYTON  viLLAGE

COULD YOU change A CHILD’S LIFE?

A 40-strong flashmob of dancers 
surprised shoppers and passers-by 
in Huyton last month – and it was 
all part of a health campaign.

Those involved in the flashmob 
included members of Street Feet 
dance group, Mafia dance group and 
Acting Up – a drama group for young 
disabled actors. The performers put a 
lot of hard work into their performance 
during the weeks leading up to the big 
event to make a lasting impression on 
onlookers. 

The campaign, Make Time, was 
inspired by World Mental Health Day 
on 10 October and promotes ‘Five 
Ways to Wellbeing’. The campaign 
encourages people to carry out the five 
activities which are all based around 
learning, connecting, keeping active 
and taking notice. 

Make Time asks you to think about 
when was the last time you:

• Tried something new 
• Laughed until you cried
• Got up and about
• Made someone smile 
• Noticed things around you?

Aaron added,

      We love what we’re doing - 
making memories and watching a 
child develop and grow is the best 
feeling.

We need foster carers of all ages and 
from all backgrounds to help us look 
after children in Knowsley.  To find out 
more, contact Knowsley’s Fostering 
team on 0151 443 3958 or visit 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/fostering

Clair and Aaron Matthews from Huyton 
became foster carers earlier this year 
and they are loving their new role.  
Clair said,

      We haven’t got children of our 
own yet, but as soon as we got 
married, we knew we wanted to 
become foster carers and provide a 
loving home to children who really 
need one. We have received so much 
support from Knowsley’s Fostering 
team and other foster carers in 
Knowsley have given us a lot of 
encouragement and guidance too.

We are really proud of what we do 
- it was definitely the best decision 
that we’ve made.

If you have the time, love and space to care for a child in need,
why not make 2017 the year you foster? 

Fosterfor Knowsley

Fosterfor Knowsley

Fosterfor Knowsley

Fosterfor Knowsley
Fosterfor Knowsley

Provide

a loving

home
to children

Cllr Mike Murphy with Bobby’s family, Author Jude Lennon 

and Illustrator Alan Jones. 

‘Super Bob’ is a new book helping 
to teach children how to be safe on 
the roads. It was commissioned by 
the family of Bobby Colleran, from 
Huyton, who was sadly killed in a road 
traffic accident outside his school. 

The book sees ‘Super Bob’ as the hero, 
pointing out dangers on the road and 
teaching children how to cross the 
road safely. It has been written by local 
author, Jude Lennon, with the help of 
Bobby’s brothers and with support from 
Knowsley Council’s Road Safety team. 

Joanne Colleran, Bobby’s mum said,

      Bobby was such a special little 
boy and was well educated about 
road safety but children can be 
impulsive. We wanted something 
to teach children about road safety 
and we also wanted to keep 
Bobby’s memory alive and for him 
to help others as he always did in a 
fun way.
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Find out more on all these stories at

It’s been an exciting year celebrating 
Shakespeare in Knowsley! Here’s a reminder  
of how the great playwright was remembered:

• Pupils from Knowsley schools performed some of 
Shakespeare’s most famous work as part of the UK’s 
largest youth drama festival.

 
• World leading scholars of Elizabethan and Jacobean 

theatre culture gathered for an international 
symposium which bought together historical links 
between Shakespeare, the 16th and 17th Century 
Earls of Derby, Knowsley and Prescot. 

 
• A sell-out crowd enjoyed the open-air production of 

Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing at Knowsley 
Hall, performed by the Lord Chamberlain’s Men.

 
• Visitors to Knowsley libraries had fun taking 

‘Shakespeare Selfies’ with photo booths, fun props 
and quotes to pose with.

 
• Audiences enjoyed outdoor performances from 

MATE productions including As You Like It, Macbeth 
and Romeo and Juliet.

 

For pictures and more about all of these celebrations, 
visit www.knowsleynews.co.uk and search for 
‘Shakespeare’.

Shakespeare Playhouse update
Architects have been appointed as well as electrical, 
engineering and quantity surveying services.
Shakespeare North Trust is making good progress with 
philanthropic giving and corporate sponsorship. 
Subject to funding, construction on the new Playhouse 
will begin in September 2017 and once complete, it will 
attract visitors from all over the world.  Keep up to date 
on the latest news on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Celebrating Shakespeare
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Make an early new 
year’s resolution for a 
   dry January

Economic
Growth
Plan

Following the festive period, what 
better way to start the New Year than 
to take a month off drinking! As well 
as ditching the hangover and reducing 
your waistline, you’ll get better sleep, 
have more energy and save money. 
It may also help you rethink your 
drinking habits in the future too.

If you’d like to take up the challenge, 
sign-up today for Dry January 2017 

– the 31-day challenge to cut-out 
alcohol.

Evidence shows that six months 
after completing Dry January many 
participants are drinking less frequently 
and consuming less when they do drink.

To find out more and sign up, visit 
www.dryjanuary.org.uk

DO  YOU HAvE CONCERNS AbOUT  YOUR  TODDLER’S
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SKiLLS?

Knowsley has a new Economic Growth Plan with bold ambitions that 
will continue to encourage investment and development in the area. 

In recent years, there has been major investment in Knowsley including new 
modern housing, high quality business space, transport improvements, outstanding 
leisure facilities and much more. In addition to this, Knowsley is already home to 
around 3,700 businesses ranging from strong, locally grown small and medium 
enterprises to some of the country’s most successful companies. 

Knowsley’s Economic Growth Plan aims to continue to create the right conditions 
for businesses to flourish in Knowsley, to create more jobs for local people, attract 
new investment and continue to position Knowsley as a great place to live, work, 
visit, invest and do business. 

Between now and 2021, Knowsley’s Economic Growth Plan aims to:

If your young child is experiencing 
speech or language delays, they 
could benefit from Knowsley’s 
Chatterbox scheme. 

The 12 week programme is for 
children aged up to three who are 
not meeting age related expectations 
for communication, language and 
speaking skills.

Children’s centre staff trained in ‘I Can 
Early Talk’ deliver 12 weekly sessions 
in all the borough’s children’s centres. 
A Speech and Language Therapist also 
attends the course at regular intervals. 

This innovative programme of tailored 
support has been recognised as best 
practice by Ofsted. Nine out of ten 
children who attend and complete 

the course need no further specialist 
support. Chatterbox also helps with 
the early identification of children with 
a communication delay which does 
require speech therapy.

Leanne Wall and her two and half year 
old son Lennon have benefited from 
Chatterbox.  Leanne said,

      He’s so much more confident 
now. Before Chatterbox he didn’t 
really like to play with other 
children, I don’t know if that was 
because he didn’t know how to 
communicate very well, but now he 
wants to organise the games, his 
confidence has just grown so much.
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You can view the plan in full on the council’s website. 

Sustain and
reinvigorate town centres

build
2,250 new 

homes

Develop 1.2 million sq ft 
of floor space

for employment

Create a new
cultural offer

with Shakespeare 
North Playhouse

at its heart

Create over
2,500 new jobs

 

Protect yourself and your family from flu

Simply contact your GP or 
pharmacist to arrange a convenient 
appointment and get you or 
your child vaccinated. For further 
information, visit www.nhs.uk

Look after yourself and 
others this winter
As temperatures drop, make sure 
you follow this simple advice to stay 
well this winter:

• Stay warm - have plenty of hot 
food and drinks, wear lots of 
thin layers (cotton, wool or fleecy 
fibres), heat your home, or some 
of your home, to least 18oC (or 
65oF)

• Check on elderly and vulnerable 
relatives and neighbours

• If you’re over 65 or have a 
long-term health condition, get 

Flu vaccinations are free for 
people over 65, pregnant women 
and those with long-term health 
conditions, who may be more 
likely to develop a severe illness, 
such as bronchitis or pneumonia, 
if they catch flu. 

In addition, free vaccines are given 
via a nasal spray to all two, three 
and four year olds, children in 
primary school years 1, 2 and 3 
(through their school), as well under 
16s in ‘at risk’ groups.

Flu is a highly infectious illness 
that spreads rapidly through small 
droplets coughed or sneezed into 
the air by an infected person. 
 
The flu vaccine changes every year 
to fight the latest strains of flu, so 
even if you had a vaccination last 
year, you need another one this 
year to stay safe from flu.  

Have you had your flu jab? It’s the best way to protect yourself and your family from flu.

help from your pharmacist or 
GP if you feel unwell, pick up 
prescription medications before 
the Christmas holidays start and 
if you need help over the holiday 
period when your GP surgery or 
pharmacy is closed, call NHS 111 
or visit www.nhs.uk
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Your neighbourhood Your neighbourhoodin focus  

remember to recycle
at christmas

– AND ALL YEAR ROUND !
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Remember you can recycle:
Wrapping paper (not foil type) - but please 
remove all the sticking tape, labels, tags and 
bows first.

Christmas cards and tags - except 
handmade cards. Have you thought of sending 
an E-card, or turning used cards into gift tags 
for next year?

Glass bottles and jars - please rinse them 
out before they go in the grey bin. 
Alternatively, store the jars and use them for 
jam or pickle making.

Real Christmas trees - you can recycle your 
real Christmas trees between Sunday, 1 January 
and Friday, 6 January by dropping them off at:

The countdown to Christmas has begun. 
Did you know that we produce around 30% more 
waste this time of the year?  So there are lots of 
little things we can all do to help the environment 
this festive season.

-  Halewood Park
-  Stadt Moers Park, Whiston
-  Millbrook Park Millennium Green, Kirkby 
-  Court Hey Park, Huyton
-  Holy Family Social Club, Cronton

Or you can take them to the Household Waste Recycling Centres in 
Huyton and Kirkby – open every day, 8am to 5pm, except Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

PLEASE REMEMBER:  DON’T PUT ANY PLASTIC BAGS OR PACKAGING IN YOUR GREY RECYCLING BIN

Recycle and make 
yourself happy

Could you give a child
a loving home?

What is Universal Credit?

They consider themselves very lucky 
after adopting their daughter Hannah, 
who was four years old when she came 
to live with them. 

Claire said,

      Some people may think you 
miss too many firsts with older 
children but that simply isn’t 
true - it’s still your family’s first 
birthdays together, your family’s 
first Christmas together and the 
first time they call you Mummy and 
Daddy is still the best feeling you 
will ever have.

Like many children waiting for adoption, 
Hannah has needed lots of support and 
love to help her overcome her troubled 
background.

      When Hannah first came to 
stay with us she was really scared 
and only liked hugs and affection 
when she wanted it. Over time we 
worked hard gaining her trust and 
have broken down some of the 
barriers and have seen a massive 
shift. Now she loves cuddles and 
gets upset if we don’t give her 
kisses when we go out. It’s a long 
and at times hard road that we 
have travelled over the last 
11 months. We have had lots of 
ups and downs but the rewards 
are beyond compare.

Find out more by calling Knowsley’s 
Adoption Service on 0151 443 3958, 
email adoptionenquiries@
knowsley.gov.uk or visit
www.together4adoption.co.uk

Claire and Jon have changed
a child’s life forever. 

Green
Waste 
Collections
The green waste (blue 
bin) collection service 
will resume week 
commencing Monday 
6 March 2017. 

Look out for happy faces made 
up of the items which can go in your 
grey bin appearing on the sides of 
bin lorries across Knowsley.

Saturday, 24 December 2016 
Wednesday, 28 December 2016
Thursday, 29 December 2016
Friday, 30 December 2016
Saturday, 31 December 2016
Tuesday, 3 January 2017
Wednesday, 4 January 2017
Thursday, 5 January 2017
Friday, 6 January 2017
Saturday, 7 January 2017

We will collect your bins on:

Christmas
Bin Collections
Changes to your
bin collections over 
Christmas and
New Year

Universal Credit is a single monthly payment being introduced by the 
Government to replace a number of benefits and tax credits.
 
You may be eligible to claim it if you are of working age, have a bank account and need to 
make a new claim for Jobseeker’s Allowance, Housing Benefit, Working Tax Credit, Child 
Tax Credit, Income Support or Employment and Support Allowance.
 
If you already receive one of these benefits, you will eventually be transferred onto 
Universal Credit but the Government isn’t planning to start this process until at least 2019.
 
Universal Credit includes an amount for housing costs as part of your single monthly 
payment, so you will need to make arrangements yourself to pay your rent to your 
landlord.
 
As Universal Credit is paid monthly, you will have to wait at least six or seven weeks for 
your first payment. Remember that there is support available to help you manage the 
move to Universal Credit, including confidential budgeting advice, an advance on your first 
payment or alternative payment arrangements.
 
For more information, visit www.gov.uk/universal-credit, ring the Universal Credit 
helpline on 0345 600 0723, or speak to your DWP work coach. If you are worried about 
paying your rent or rent arrears, speak to your landlord.

Adopters Claire and Jon

Usual collection day:
Monday, 26 December 2016 
Tuesday, 27 December 2016
Wednesday, 28 December 2016
Thursday, 29 December 2016
Friday, 30 December 2016
Monday, 2 January 2017
Tuesday, 3 January 2017
Wednesday, 4 January 2017
Thursday, 5 January 2017 
Friday, 6 January 2017
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What’s on Nov 16 - Feb 17

Useful numbers

Benefits (housing and council tax) 
 0151 443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages 0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees 
  0151 443 2380 / 2381

Bulky household waste service 
 0151 443 2400

Business rates  0151 443 4069

Business services 0151 477 4000 
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)

Car parking enquiries 0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service  0800 085 2022

Citizens Advice Knowsley 0344 826 9694

Complaints and compliments  
 0151 443 4031

Consumer advice/Trading Standards 
 08454 040506

Council Tax 0151 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud 
Hotline  0800 0730 532

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232

Fire/police/ambulance (emergency) 999

Highways (including emergencies) 
 0800 023 2334

Housing Options (homelessness) 
 0800 694 0280

Job vacancies 0151 443 3434

Knowsley Community Messaging 
 0151 443 2498

Knowsley Council (general enquiries) 
 0151 489 6000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general 
enquiries 0151 290 7000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs  
 0500 969694

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard 
 0151 296 4000

Merseyside Police Switchboard 101

NHS 111 Service 111

Pest control 0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380

Refuse collection 0151 443 2400

School attendance service 0151 443 5147

School bus pass 0151 443 2500

Social services 0151 443 2600

Social services out of hours emergency 
 07659 590081

Street lighting 0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults 0151 443 2349
 
For more information visit the Knowsley Council 
website or email 
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

Weekly during term time (under 5s)

Words and Pictures 
Halewood Library Mondays 10.15am to 11.15am, 
Stockbridge Library Tuesdays 2pm to 3pm, 
Huyton Library Thursdays 10.15am to 11.15am,
Prescot Library Fridays 10.30am to 11.30am,
Kirkby Library Fridays 2pm to 3pm
Story and rhyme sessions for pre-school children.
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for 
further information

Weekly during term time 

After School Library Activities
Stockbridge Library Mondays 3.15pm to 4.15pm,  
Prescot Library Mondays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Kirkby Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,  
Huyton Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Halewood Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm  
Story and craft sessions for all ages  
(under 8s must be accompanied by an adult). 
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for 
further information

Every first Saturday of the month

Family First Saturdays
Prescot Centre Activity Room
12.30pm to 3pm
A fun, make-and-
take workshop 
exploring different 
themes every first 
Saturday of the 
month. 
FREE, drop-in with 
no need to book
Contact: Tina Ball 
on 0151 443 5617 
or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Tuesdays and Wednesdays

A Break with a Book
Craig’s Community Centre
Stockbridge Village  
Tuesdays 1pm to 2.30pm
Kirkby CRI Wednesdays
10am to 11.30am
Halewood Library Wednesdays 1.30pm to 3pm
Prescot Library Thursday 10am to 11.30am 
Meet new people and relax at this reading group 
for adults. There’s no pressure to read aloud,  
just drop in and listen.
FREE
Contact: Helen Wilson on 07807 106693 or 
email helenwilson@thereader.org.uk 

Ongoing until Saturday 7 January 

16th Knowsley Open Art 
Exhibition
Huyton Gallery
Mon, Tue, Fri 10am-5pm  
Thurs, Sat 10am-1pm
A showcase of 2D visual art created by adults who 
live, work, volunteer or study in the borough. 
The ‘Young Artists Open’ exhibition is also on 
display celebrating the work of young and 
emerging artists of all ages up to 17 years.
Contact: Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email  
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Ongoing until Saturday  
21 January

Panorama 
Kirkby Gallery
Mon - Fri 10am-5pm.  
Sat 10am-1pm
‘Panorama’ is a stunning exhibition 
of photographs of people and 
places from across Knowsley submitted by 
the entrants to this year’s ‘Spaces 2’ wellbeing 
photography competition.
Contact Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email  
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Saturday 3, 10 & 17 December

Adult Drawing Workshops 
Kirkby Gallery
10.30am - 12.30pm
Come along to any or all of the workshops.  
Book your place in advance.
Contact: Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Saturday 3, Sunday 4, Monday 5 and  
Tuesday 6 December 

Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs 
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park 
Saturday 7pm, Sunday 1pm & 5pm,  
Monday and Tuesday 10am & 1.30pm
Join Snow White in her fairy tale adventure  
of a lifetime. A magical Christmas pantomime  
for all the family! 
Adults £10 / Concessions £8 – group offer buy  
10, get 1 free. 
To book: call 0844 8000 410 or 0151 443 2200, 
visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets or call in to 
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park 

Saturday 3 December 

Prescot Town Centre Christmas 
Light Switch On
2.30pm to 5.30pm  
Special Guests include Kirsty Hornby AKA Miss 
Prescot and Nicola Western, Winner of Prescot’s 
Got Talent over 16s category. There will also be the 
usual favourites; donkey rides, children’s fun fair, 
face painting, hot refreshments, radio road show 
and a visit from Father Christmas. 
Contact: Prescot Town Council on 0151 426 3933 
or email enquiries@prescot-tc.gov.uk

Sunday 4 December

Christmas Cracker
Court Hey Park
Saturday 10 December
Ten Acre Pits
1pm to 3pm
Come and join us for an afternoon of festive fun 
for all the family with Santa’s grotto, donkey rides, 
tinsel trail, decoration workshops, face painting, 
fun fair and much more. Charges apply to Santa’s 
Grotto and some activities.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or 
07771550843

Monday 5 December

Halewood Christmas Concert 
Halewood Academy
7pm 
The concert will feature the  
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra Brass 
Ensemble and a combined choir of Halewood 
Primary Schools, Halewood Academy and 
Halewood Community Choir. Tickets are £5
Contact: 0151 443 2063

Friday 9 December

Huyton with Roby School Carol 
Concert and coffee morning
Huyton Library
11am to 1pm 
Enjoy a coffee and mince pie as the school choir 
perform some festive favourites. All welcome. 
Contact: Huyton Library on 0151 443 3734 or 
email huyton.library@knowsley.gov.uk

Sunday 11 December 

Santa in his grotto 
The Coach House, Bowring Park  
Visitors and Heritage Community Centre
12pm to 4pm 
Make the children’s Christmas with a visit to Santa 
in his grotto. Free Admission, parcels £2 per child
Contact: 0151 482 1116 (Voicemail 
Messages will be responded to) or email 
friendsofbowringpark@btinternet.com

Monday 12 to Saturday 17 December

Book Fair
Huyton Library
Mon, Tue, Fri 10am - 5pm. Thurs,  
Sat 10am - 1pm, closed Wed, Sun
Browse the wonderful selection of titles and 
purchase a gift or two just in time for Christmas!
Contact: Huyton Library on 0151 443 3734 or 
email huyton.library@knowsley.gov.uk

Friday 16 December

St. Gabriel’s School Carol Concert 
and coffee morning
Huyton Library
11am to 1pm 
Enjoy a coffee and mince pie as the school choir 
perform some festive favourites. All welcome. 
Contact: Huyton Library on 0151 443 3734 or 
email huyton.library@knowsley.gov.uk

Friday 13 January 

Star Gazing
Court Hey Park
7pm start
Liverpool Astronomical Society will  
be giving an illustrated talk about the  
many wonders of the solar system, followed by a 
night of star gazing using powerful telescopes.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or 
07771550843

4 February to 22 April

Pirates, Pants and Wellyphants, 
the Illustrated World of
Nick Sharratt
Kirkby Gallery
Mon - Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm
Nick Sharratt is a much loved illustrator and 
author of children’s books. See how Nick 
drew when he was a youngster and discover 
how he became an illustrator. Find out how 
he creates his pictures and puts a story book 
together. You‘ll be able to do some drawing too. 
There are loads of his books to explore, all kinds 
of fun activities to do, and a whole crowd of 
characters to meet. 
Plus on Monday 4 February between  
10am - 4pm 
Meet Nick Sharratt and take part in art activities 
and competitions.
Contact: Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Monday 13 February

Bird Feeders
Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm
Help keep our feathered friends full and happy 
over the winter months by making a bird feeder to 
hang in your garden. All materials provided.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or 
07771550843

Tuesday 14 February 

Half term Crafts
Ten Acre Pits
1pm to 3pm
Come and join the friends of Ten Acre Pits for an 
afternoon making seasonal crafts.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or 
0777155084

EVENTS

Meetings in Knowsley

Council 
Wednesday 14 December, 6pm

Cabinet 
Wednesday 18 January, 5pm

Policy and Performance Committee – 
Children’s 
Monday 9 January, 5pm

Policy and Performance Committee – Place 
Tuesday 10 January, 6pm

Policy and Performance Committee – 
Adults 
Tuesday 17 January, 5.30pm

Governance Committee 
Monday 19 December, 5pm

Planning Committee 
Thursday 8 December, 6pm

Health and Wellbeing Board 
Thursday 12 January, 1.30pm 

Please note that the times and dates of these 
meetings are subject to change. Please check the 
council’s website for details.

Don’t forget to check out our new website for 
all up and coming events.

www.knowsleynews.co.uk



80s Rewind £15 including hot supper
Friday 9 December 2016
Dust off the legwarmers and dig out the shoulder pads,
the decade of decadence is back! 

Signed, Sealed, Delivered £15 including hot supper
Saturday 10 December 2016
Guaranteed to fill the dance floor with chart toppers from 
Michael Jackson, Kool & The Gang, The Bee Gees
and many more!

Pop Friction at the Movies £15 including hot supper
Friday 16 December 2016
A fantastic show paying tribute to some of the greatest
movie soundtracks of all time.

New Year’s Eve Cabaret Dinner - featuring 
Roy G Hemmings and the Prim-ettes
Saturday 31 December 2016
£40 per person
Welcome in the New Year with a delicious four-course
meal, as well as great music, courtesy of Roy G Hemmings 
- the longest serving former member of the Drifters - and soul 
divas The Prim-ettes.

Tickets and information 0151 443 3761
www.WeGotTickets.com  Visit www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk
Email thevenue@knowsley.gov.uk
The Venue  Civic Way  Poplar Bank  Huyton  Knowsley  L36 9GD

Christmas
Party Nights

SOLD OUT


