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Well, it’s been a very busy couple 
of months here in Knowsley. 
There has been an ‘all out’ 

election and planning permission has 
been granted for a new Shakespearean 
theatre in the borough - to name just 
two big news stories.  

In case you missed it, take a look at the 
article on pages 6 and 7 outlining the 
now approved plans for the new theatre 
and education centre in Prescot. And to 
make sure you are up to date with who 
your local councillor is after the recent 

elections - the centre pages (on 14 and 
15) give you a full run down. You can 
also learn a little more about the new 
Cabinet in Knowsley (on page 16) and 
their priorities for the year ahead. 

Obviously, this magazine is a great way 
to keep you all updated but we know 
that our residents increasingly want to 
hear about things quickly and be able 
to keep up to date with news from the 
borough on the go. That’s why we have 
launched our online version of Knowsley 
News (see article on Page 5). 

So I hope you enjoy this magazine and 
also take a minute to go online and look 
at our new website - I’m sure you will 
find something of interest!

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Leader of Knowsley Council

Welcome to the latest edition of

   www.knowsley.gov.uk

Frank said,

     I’m thrilled to be representing Knowsley as Mayor this year. 

It’s an incredible honour for me to be the first elected member to serve the 
borough of Knowsley as Mayor on two occasions since its formation in 1974. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my role in 2014/15 and I look forward to meeting 
people across Knowsley in the year ahead.

I’m delighted to be able to support The Big Help Project and Knowsley 
Bridge (Imagine). They are fantastic organisations which carry out a huge 
amount of good work for people across the borough.

 
If you would like to invite the Mayor to an event, call 0151 443 3478 or email 
mayors.office@knowsley.gov.uk

A former firefighter, Frank has been a 
councillor for the St Gabriel’s ward in 
Huyton since 2008.

This year, through the Mayor of 
Knowsley’s Charity Fund, he is 
supporting The Big Help Project which 
is responsible for Knowsley Foodbank, 
Jubilee Debt Advice, Next Steps,
Get Connected and Baby Basics.

The Mayor’s Charity Fund will also 
make a donation to Knowsley Bridge 
(Imagine) which supports local people 
with mental health issues and other 
challenges to help them live a full and 
independent life.

INTRODUCING 
THE MAYOR
Your Mayor this year is Councillor Frank Walsh.
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YOUR VIEWS
If you have any comments, please 
contact Knowsley Council’s 
Communications Team.

Knowsley News
Knowsley Council
Huyton Municipal Buildings
Archway Road 
Huyton L36 9YU

telephone: 0151 443 3536
email:
knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available via 
podcast on the council’s website and 
in other formats including Braille, 
large print and audio tape.
 
Ring customer services on
0151 443 4031 or email
customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

Shakespeare theatre is
‘To Be’

Shared Lives 

Knowsley Flower Show & 
Feelgood festival

Courtyard Café remains
open
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If you’re leaving school or college this summer and thinking about your next 
step or if you’re looking for work, you might want to think about becoming a 
Knowsley Apprentice.

With vacancies in construction, engineering, administration and more, there are plenty 
of opportunities to work with some of the best companies in Knowsley and beyond. 

You don’t need experience, or lots of qualifications. If you’re keen to pick up a trade, 
gain valuable experiance, have plenty of enthusiasm and a willingness to learn, 
Knowsley Apprentice might be for you.

Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/apprentice to view all of the vacancies and download 
an application form. The closing date for applications is Friday, 8 July 2016.

If you’re a business interested in employing an apprentice, call the Knowsley Apprentice 
team on 0151 443 5953 or email theknowsleyapprentice@knowsley.gov.uk 

Knowsley Apprentice
- now recruiting

Latest news

Don’t forget to cast your vote in the EU 
Referendum on Thursday 23 June.  
The question on the ballot paper is ‘Should 
the United Kingdom remain a member of 
the European Union or leave the European 
Union?’ You can find details of where to 
vote on your polling card.

Work to rebuild part of a shopping 
parade on Hillside Road in Huyton 
(destroyed by a fire last year) is due to be 
completed later this month. The new
3,000 square foot convenience store, 
which includes a post office, will 
shortly be opening its doors. Once 
the construction phase is complete, 
the council will carry out cosmetic 
improvements to the remainder of 
the shopping parade, along with 
improvements to parking arrangements.

Update on Hillside 
Road shops

The eyes of the business world are 
focussed on the Liverpool City Region 
as the International Festival for Business 
returns. More than 30,000 delegates 
from 100 countries across the globe are 
expected to visit the region over the next 
three weeks (13 June to 
1 July).
 
As an important part of the Liverpool City 
Region, Knowsley will be represented 
on the Host City Stand at the festival 
and will also be hosting its own event 
to celebrate our area’s manufacturing 
credentials (see page 8).  
 

Visit www.ifb2016.com to find out 
more.

The International Festival for
Business is now on!

News
In Brief...
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It was a fabulous day for all those who 
visited this year’s Elizabethan Fayre 
earlier this month as Prescot recreated its 
famous Tudor fayres and celebrated 400 
years of William Shakespeare. Find out 
more and see the photos on 
www.knowsleynews.co.uk 

Don’t forget, Prescot Festival of Music & the Arts will take place 
between 17 and 26 June in Prescot town centre. 

The ten day spectacular will include a 
Swingshift Big Band, a come-and-sing 
performance of Mozart’s ‘Requiem’ by 
Prescot Festival Chorus, a screening of 
Willy Russell’s film ‘Our Day Out’, a barn 
dance and much more! There will also
be a proms-style festival finale on 
Sunday, 26 June.

You can buy tickets from Poco Coffee
on Eccleston Street in Prescot or visit
www.prescotfestival.co.uk 

Elizabethan 
Fayre

Prescot Festival
of Music and
the Arts

Latest news

Business Awards

Artists design 
inspiring
playground

THI Prescot Remembers
As part of the Prescot Festival, the Townscape Heritage Initiative presents an 
afternoon commemorating Prescot’s role in the two world wars. There will  
     be various activities taking place in Prescot on Saturday, 18 June from 12pm.  
                 Find out more at www.prescotfestival.co.uk

Pupils at St Leo’s and Southmead Catholic Primary in 
Whiston are enjoying more inspiring outdoor play after 
the school’s playground underwent a revamp.

The new-look space was designed by local artists Patricia 
McDonald-Holmes and David Holmes and was inspired by 
curriculum topics including animals, the seasons, buildings  
and vehicles. It even includes a family of robots made from 
recycled computer parts, helping to encourage learning and 
imaginative play.

The prestigious Knowsley Business and 
Regeneration Awards will this year 
be held at the Grand Marquee in the 
grounds of Knowsley Safari Park on 
Thursday, 24 November. 
 
This annual event recognises the success 
and achievements of the business and 
regeneration community in Knowsley.

Visit www.knowsleybusinessawards.co.uk
for more details of this year’s awards

Joining the library and
borrowing eBooks has never 
been easier

Now you can join the library by email and 
you don’t even need to leave the comfort 
of your armchair to take out a new 
membership. Once you’re registered, you 
can choose from hundreds of free eBooks 
in the online catalogue. Find out more by 
visiting www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Head Teacher Jeanette Grundy said,

     They love it. They now choose to play 
out and openly chat about the colourful 
displays and interactive robot wall.

Thank you to local businesses Travis Perkins, Bell 
Group UK, and Chris Hunt from Klassik-Builders 
who helped to transform the playground. www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Find out more on
all these stories at



It’s not long now until Knowsley 
Community College will be 
welcoming students to its new
£32 million campus in Huyton. 

In September the doors will open on the 
new facility located in the former Christ 
the King School on Stockbridge Lane.

The campus boasts a range of new 
learning and support spaces including 
industry standard commercial kitchens, 
a terrace garden restaurant, multi-use 
games pitches, a new studio for radio 
station KCC Live and much more. 

The new facilities are also within walking 
distance of the college’s Institute 
for Advanced Manufacturing and 
Technology on Princess Drive and will be 
a great addition to the college’s offering 
for current and prospective students. 

You can keep up to date with progress in 
the run up to the opening on
www.knowsleycollege.ac.uk 

College Principal Anne Pryer said,

     This is a very exciting time for Knowsley Community College.

Students will be able to use the learning resources in a much more flexible 
way, enabling them to learn in a way that more closely mirrors University. 
Students have world-class practical and workshop space co-located with 
teaching rooms that use the latest technology to support learning.

The college engages with a wide range of local and national businesses and 
we have been able to tailor our new, industry-standard equipment to the 
needs of employers, ensuring our students receive the best in career
focused training.

NEW college campus almost complete

Knowsley’s roads safer
The number of people killed or seriously injured on Knowsley’s roads fell  
by 16% between 2010 and 2015.

The success is partly due to the 
programme of education and training 
developed by the council’s Road Safety 
team to help keep children and young 
people safe.

Recently, all year 9 pupils in Knowsley 
enjoyed performances of ‘Time’, a 
thought-provoking play which tackled 
the important issue of pedestrian safety 
amongst teenagers. Val Burke, Pastoral 
Assistant at The Prescot School, said,

     The performance was really 
good and put across road safety 
awareness in a brilliant way.  The 
pupils enjoyed it and were quite 
emotional at the end. Hopefully this 
brought home the importance of 
road safety.

In addition, the council’s parking 
enforcement programme, which 
prevents inconsiderate and dangerous 
parking, has helped to improve road 
safety outside of schools, the flow of 
traffic in town centres and support 
residents’ parking schemes.

During 2015 the council invested 
£430,000 into local road safety schemes 
and recently introduced new pedestrian 
crossings on Cronton Road, Huyton and 
Cherryfield Drive, Kirkby to provide local 
residents with a safe and easy way to 
cross busy main roads. 
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What’s hot
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You can now keep up to date 
with all the latest news from 
Knowsley, whenever and 
wherever you are. 

Knowsleynews.co.uk is packed 
with news, features, interviews and 
events taking place in Knowsley. 

With sections including lifestyle, 
young people, health, economy and 
employment, there’s something to 
interest everyone. 

You never need to be stuck for 
inspiration for things to do at the 
weekend or in the school holidays 
with weekly guides to what’s on and 
where to go in Knowsley. 

You can also watch videos in the 
Knowsley TV section and find out 
about the work of local community 
groups and volunteers - you may 

even spot some faces you know! 
And you’ll get the latest information 
that you need about council 
services – including changes to bin 
collections, Council Tax information, 
your local councillors and more in the 
‘need to know’ section. 

To celebrate the arrival of 
knowsleynews.co.uk we’ve refreshed 
the look of this magazine too – and 
you’ll find throughout these pages 
more information about some of the 
stories, videos and pictures which 
you can find on the website. 

So, remember to bookmark
www.knowsleynews.co.uk or add 
it to your favourites, and you’ll be 
kept up to date with everything you 
need to know in Knowsley. 

goEs oNLiNE

Want to see your event on 
knowsleynews.co.uk? 

If you’re involved with a community group or are helping 
to organise an event in Knowsley that you want people
to know about, get in touch with us and it could appear 
in our guide to what’s on in the borough. 

Email details of your event or group to
communications@knowsley.gov.uk including contact 
details and a picture wherever possible.

Accessing
council
services online 

Remember, you can contact the council 24 hours a day,
seven days a week online at www.knowsley.gov.uk

It’s free, quick, easy and you can contact us at a time or 
location to suit you.  From paying your Council Tax or 
reporting litter, you can do it online. So, if you haven’t 
already, discover what you can do online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk

What’s hot



Shakespeare theatre
The project is the vision of the 
Shakespeare North Trust, who have 
been working on plans for a theatre 
in Prescot for more than 10 years. But 
now, with some of the £26 million 
funding that is needed already 
secured and planning permission in 
place, the project is stepping up a 
gear to make that vision a reality. 

The idea for a Shakespearean 
playhouse in Prescot came from the 
fascinating history of the market 
town. During Elizabethan times, 
Prescot was the only English town 
outside of London to have a purpose-
built indoor playhouse. During that 
time it is believed that a troupe of 
players called the Strange’s Men, 
for whom Shakespeare wrote plays, 
spent time at nearby Knowsley Hall 

Prescot is looking forward to an exciting new era after ambitious plans to create a 
Shakespearean playhouse and education centre in the town were given the go-ahead. 

whilst escaping plague-ravaged 
London. It is possible that they may 
have been among the players to 
perform at Prescot’s playhouse during 
their stay. 

The Shakespeare North playhouse 
will include a cockpit style theatre, 
inspired by leading Jacobean 
architect Inigo Jones, situated within 
a modern building which will include 
the education spaces for students 
from around the world.  The design 
sets out to contrast modern with 
historic, in effect creating a two-
part theatre which is unlike many 
of today’s conventional theatre 
buildings - which will set Prescot’s 
playhouse apart. 

Peter Scott, Chair of the Shakespeare 
North Charitable Trust, said,

       We are thrilled that the plans 
have been approved. This is a 
really important milestone for us 
and brings our dream of creating 
a fantastic theatre and education 
centre here in Knowsley a step closer 
to becoming a reality.

Our vision all along has been to 
create somewhere in the North 
of England where Shakespeare’s 
work can be studied and enjoyed 
for generations to come – creating 
something of a triangle between 
The Globe and Stratford, both of 
which are synonymous with his 
work. With Knowsley’s existing links 
to Shakespeare, it is fitting that 
the ‘triangle’ be completed with a 
development here.

What’s hot
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FIND OUT MORE
Take a look at the back page to see some of the comments 
made by the public about the plans. 

You can follow        @KnowShakespeare on Twitter to keep 
up to date with all the Shakespeare related events and 
developments in Knowsley.



www.knowsleynews.co.uk        07

is ‘To Be’

How will the playhouse
benefit Knowsley?
As well as recognising Prescot’s rich 
heritage, the Shakespeare North 
playhouse is expected to bring a 
multitude of benefits for the town 
and the wider area. It is estimated 
that the theatre and education centre 
will deliver:

• £10 million worth of value to  
 the local economy
• 210 construction jobs
• 57 full-time jobs once the   
 facility opens. 

The theatre will also bring visitors 
and tourists to the area, and help 
create a thriving evening economy 
in Prescot town centre. In fact, it is 
expected that the theatre will also 
increase spending in the area by 
almost £1.5 million each year. 
Meanwhile, the education centre 
at the playhouse will provide 
enormous educational and cultural 
opportunities for local people, acting 

as a magnet for students from all 
over the world hoping to study 
Shakespeare and his work.  

Cllr Andy Moorhead, Leader of 
Knowsley Council, said,

     This is a hugely significant 
milestone in the history of Prescot, 
Knowsley and the wider region. 

This development has the potential 
to bring so many benefits to the 
area, not only culturally but also 
as a catalyst to transform Prescot 
into a destination for people right 
across the globe. It is a fantastic 
opportunity for our borough and 
we’re thrilled that after more than 
a decade of talking about this 
possibility, we are now close to 
making it a reality. 

Financial backing 
for playhouse
With planning permission now granted, 
work is underway to help the Shakespeare 
North Trust raise the estimated £26 million it 
will cost to make the playhouse a reality.  

Already, Knowsley Council has pledged
£6 million towards the cost, recognising 
the enormous benefits to the area that the 
theatre will bring.  A further £5 million will 
come from Government after Chancellor 
George Osborne backed the project in his 
Spring Budget.

Now talks are ongoing with a number of 
other interested parties who also hope to 
invest - all the latest news on funding will be 
shared on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

What’s hot



Did you know that if you own an empty home in Knowsley, we can help you 
bring it back into use and turn your property into an asset?

An empty property can cost its owner thousands of pounds a year in 
maintenance, utility charges, lost rent, Council Tax bills and could reduce in 
value if left to deteriorate.

There’s lots of help available including 
interest-free repayable grants of up to 
£10,000 for improvements and reduced VAT 
for some renovation works, plus support if 
you wish to sell or rent out your property.

We have successfully cut the number of 
properties which have been empty for more 
than five years by 63% since the adoption 
of our Empty Homes Strategy in 2011. 

Bringing your empty 
home back into use

To find out more, 
call 0151 443 5837 

or email
Empty.Homes@

knowsley.gov.uk
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Does someone you know 
deserve recognition for 
their achievements in 
sport or culture? Or do 
you know someone who 
gives up their time to 
support and encourage 
others? 

If you do, make sure you nominate 
them in this year’s Knowsley Sports 
and Cultural Awards. 

With categories including club of the 
year, coach of the year and young 
sportsperson of the year, this is a 
chance to give some recognition 
where it is due. 

The awards take place in October at 
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park,  
and nominations must be in
by Friday, 16 September 2016. 

To make a nomination,
call 0151 443 5749, or email
klcp.events@knowsley.gov.uk
to request a nomination form.

Do you 
know a 
sports or 
cultural 
hero?

What’s hot

KnoWSLEY 
mAnuFACturIng
In tHE SPotLIgHt

One of Knowsley’s biggest success 
stories – Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) – is 
joining forces with the Knowsley 
Ambassadors Programme and 
Chamber of Commerce to host a 
special business event to coincide 
with ‘Manufacturing Week’ at IFB.
 
The event will focus attention on 
Knowsley and particularly its biggest 
manufacturing success story JLR – the 
biggest car manufacturer in the UK.
 
Recently voted the best company to work 
for in an independent survey and notably 
boasting record breaking sales figures 
earlier this year, JLR is a formidable force 
in the sector. In fact in March this year, 
on average one JLR vehicle was sold 
every two minutes!

 

JLR employs 4,500 people at their 
Halewood facility which works around 
the clock to manufacture the Land Rover 
Discovery Sport and Range Rover Evoque 
models – the company’s two best sellers.
 
Edward Perry, Chair of the Knowsley 
Place Board and who will be opening the 
event said,

 
     JLR’s achievements are quite 
remarkable and we are very proud 
to be home to such a successful 
company and international brand. 
We have a long standing reputation 
as a manufacturing base here in 
Knowsley and it is fantastic to see 
that skill and expertise still evident 
today.
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Official figures show that house sales in 
Kirkby have almost doubled in the past 
year and in September 2015, house 
prices in Knowsley were the fastest 
growing in the whole of England
and Wales.

Knowsley is an ideal place to live and 
raise a family, with award winning parks 
and quality leisure facilities, it offers 
individuals and families an appealing 
lifestyle. With easy transport links to 
Liverpool City Centre and Manchester, 
there are plenty of opportunities for work 
and leisure. 

There is demand in Knowsley for family 
homes, including larger properties, 
starter homes for young people and 
families as well as extra care and 
supported accommodation (further 
details on extra care can be found on 
page 23). And to support this demand, 
the council has released 12 sites with 
space for around 1,500 new homes. 

Demand for housing in Knowsley continues to soar and the council is 
committed to supporting housing regeneration to provide attractive, high 
quality homes in the borough. 

The sites are mainly former school and 
leisure centre sites, located on brownfield 
land which has been allocated for 
housing development in the authority’s 
Local Plan. 

There has been strong interest in six of 
the sites in Kirkby, Stockbridge Village, 
Huyton and Prescot from major national 
housebuilders including Barratt, Bellway, 
Countryside and McDermott Homes. 

The council is now working with these 
developers as they create plans for the 
sites and building could start in 2017. 
Many house builders have already 
realised the potential here in Knowsley 
with work in progress to build new 
homes on a number of sites.

High demand for
houses in Knowsley

Halewood
Countryside at Greensbridge
Lane and Arncliffe Road
Fairtree at The Avenue
Oriel/Seddon at Arncliffe Road
Morris at Portway

Huyton 
Redrow at Summerhill Park 
Barratts at Larch Road
Revive/Gleeson/Keepmoat in
North Huyton
MCI Developments at
Kipling Avenue
Countryside at Roby Road 

Kirkby
Bellway at Bank Lane 
LMH/MCI Developments at Buckles 
Nursery, Copplehouse Lane
Countryside at Tower Hill

Prescot
Taylor Wimpey at Speakman 
Gardens
KHT at the former Watch Factory 
Prescot Park (former Prysmian site) 
Countryside at Scotchbarn Lane

Place
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What’s happening
in Kirkby?

St Modwen, the UK’s leading 
regeneration specialist, has been holding 
talks with major food retailers to anchor 
the new scheme to redevelop the town 
centre.

It comes after the company, which
bought land in the town centre for  
£35.8 million at the end of 2015, signed 
an agreement with Knowsley Council in 
the spring, setting out a joint commitment 
to develop new plans for Kirkby.

It is anticipated that new retail plans for Kirkby 
town centre will be announced soon.

The brand new, £1.75 million Kirkby bus station is scheduled to be completed 
later this summer.

Merseytravel is replacing the outdated station on Cherryfield Drive with the new facility 
which will offer improved passenger information and signage, real-time information 
screens, better lighting and CCTV for passenger safety.

Businesses in the area will remain fully open during the redevelopment.

Place

nEW bus station

The outline scheme revealed earlier this 
year will comprise a new supermarket 
and approximately 100,000 sq ft of new 
retail floor space. There is also strong 
interest from major leisure operators in 
bringing a cinema to Kirkby.

Once the plans are confirmed, 
St Modwen will carry out public 
consultation later this summer.

Work to develop a new masterplan for 
Huyton Village is progressing well. 
The plan will look to see how the village 
can be enhanced and developed in 
the coming years in terms of the retail 
offer and transport. It is hoped that 
consultation with the public will take 
place later in the year. Further updates 
will be available via the council website 
or www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Work on new masterplan 
for Huyton Village
progresses

Free Wi-Fi 
You can now access free Wi-Fi when you’re 
out and about in Kirkby town centre.
St Modwen has installed 11 Wi-Fi portals 
across the town centre which will allow 
you to use the web at high speeds.

Just look for the ‘Kirkby Town Centre’ 
network on your device.

This is in addition to the free Wi-Fi 
supplied by the council at Kirkby Market.

The council and St Modwen are 
delighted to announce a series of 
fantastic summer events planned for 
the town centre.

On every Saturday from 23 July until  
3 September (11am to 3.30pm), there 
will be spectacular street theatre 
entertainment, bringing live music, 
dance and comedy to Kirkby. 

With acts ranging from 
madcap nun, Musical Ruth, 
to Titan, an eight foot robot, 
there really is something 
to keep the whole family 
entertained this summer!

For more information, visit  
St Modwen’s Kirkby website -
www.kirkbytowncentre.com - 
or www.knowsleynews.co.uk 



This includes a new roundabout at 
the junction of Moss End Way and 
Perimeter Road which has created a 
high quality gateway to the park. 

Other completed works include: 

• Perimeter Road/South Boundary
 Road/Coopers Lane Junction -
 changes to the road layout have
 made it easier for the movement
 of HGVs and will help to attract
 future investment from freight
 and logistics companies.
 
• A580 East Lancashire Road   
 Gateways - improvements to the  
 junctions on the A580 at Coopers  
 Lane and Moorgate Road now  
 allow drivers to turn right to
 access the park, reducing
 congestion and journey lengths. 

Major transport improvements at Knowsley
Business Park are now nearing completion. 

The final area of work at the Admin 
Road/Gale Road/South Boundary 
Road junction will create another 
feature gateway to the park 
comprising a new roundabout, bus 
stop arrangements and opportunities 
for commercial development. This is 
due for completion in August. 

The work will provide clear routes 
and new gateways for drivers 
to access the park, more public 
transport and improved walking and 
cycling access. 

The Knowsley Business Park Access 
and Connectivity Improvements 
Scheme is the first major transport 
initiative to be delivered in the 
Liverpool City Region following 
the devolution of funding from the 
Department for Transport.

improving transport
at Knowsley 
Business Park

Exciting plans for Prescot town centre

Place
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More than 200 stakeholders were consulted in 
developing the plan which will be agreed by the 
council’s Cabinet imminently.

Alongside the masterplan, Cathy Newbery, Public Art 
Curator, has drafted an ‘Art in Public Spaces’ strategy 
that recommends ways in which art and artists can 
help to creatively animate the town centre. 

Cathy captured the views, ideas and aspirations 
of the local community about different 
types and themes of art and spaces in the 
town centre and how they could be used. 
The strategy will complement other 
projects in the town centre including 
the Shakespeare North playhouse 
and support the council’s vision of 
transforming Prescot into a thriving 
place for people to live, work
and visit.

As one of the oldest settlements in 
Merseyside, Prescot is a town with 
a unique and rich heritage. It is also 
a place with lots of opportunity for 
development in the coming years.

It already has so much to offer to 
local residents, visitors and developers 
and the council is committed to 
supporting and encouraging the 
future prosperity and success of
the town. 

The Prescot Town Centre Masterplan 
will help to guide development of the 
town centre up to 2028. It provides clear 
direction for investors, developers and 
decision makers about future investment 
in the town centre, including new 
cultural and leisure facilities, shops, local 
services and new housing.  

To find out more about these developments visit the 
council’s website or www.knowsleynews.co.uk



Community

Volunteers running Tarbock Village Hall have secured its future 

for the local community. The hall offers a range of activities 

including dog training, craft sessions, dance groups, jujitsu 

and adult and family martial arts classes, and has rooms 

available for hire. Find out more at www.tarbockhall.co.uk 

or call 07746 123855. 

You may have noticed that Active 

Leisure has a new name - Volair.

Visit www.volair.org.uk or call

0151 443 2200 for a full list 

of leisure activities available in 

Knowsley.

News
In Brief...

Bright future FOR TARBOCK VILLAGE HALL Volair - the new name for leisure

CONTACT US
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Most of us think we should be doing more to get active, but for women who are often juggling family life, childcare and work commitments, not to mention  confidence issues, it can seem an almost impossible challenge.That’s where ‘This Girl Can’ can help - a campaign which aims to get women 
and girls moving regardless of age, ability, shape or size. Carol McLoughlin, aged 55, who lives and works in Knowsley discovered a love 
of cycling four years ago. From personal experience she thinks anything which 
encourages more women to get more active is a great idea. She said: “I’ve had phases of going to the gym or doing different exercise 
classes over the years but I never found anything I really stuck at. 
I’d not done anything for a couple of years and then four years 
ago I got back on a bike for the first time since I was at school 
and now I love it!”
A colleague told Carol about ‘Pedal Away Knowsley’ - organised community bike 
rides, five days a week. Anyone is welcome and bikes and helmets are available 
to hire for only a pound donation. 
By joining the group Carol has in the last year surpassed all her own expectations 
- completing a gruelling 34 mile ride and now going twice a week to a ballroom 
class after chatting to another rider and discovering their shared interest. If you’re inspired by Carol’s story and want to get more active, there are plenty 
of ideas, support and activities on offer across Knowsley including four free ‘This 
Girl Can’ activity classes running until the end of July - find out more about the 
free classes, plus the other activities taking place across the borough, atwww.knowsleynews.co.uk 

Inspiring 
women to
get active

If you’ve lost touch with the joy 
of reading, you may like to find 

out more about the adult reading 
challenge ‘Reading Ahead’

by visiting
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

You can ring or email us about 
interesting stories and activities in 
your area.  Please call
0151 443 3536 or email
communications@knowsley.gov.uk

ADuLt
rEADIng

CHALLEngE

Read more on these stories at www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Carol McLoughlin gets on her bike



Community

Meet new people, learn a useful skill 
and to help raise funds for charity by 
joining the Knit Wits group.

Since its creation nine years ago, 
the group has attracted around 45 
members who meet every Tuesday 
and Thursday, between 1pm and 
4pm at The Gate in Page Moss to 
knit and crochet baby clothes, which 
are then donated to Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital’s neonatal unit.

As well as raising thousands of 
pounds for the hospital, the group, 
which includes members with 
physical and learning difficulties, has 
helped people get more involved 
with the local community and access 
support services.

During school holidays, children and 
young people have also been invited 
to join in the craft sessions. In return 
they have helped the more mature 
members use smart phones and 
develop their computer skills.

If you’re interested in getting 
involved with Knit Wits, contact
Eve on 078815 38316.

Organisers at a Northwood 
community garden and 
growing space are on the 
lookout for volunteers.

The garden was created 12 
years ago by the Northwood 
Mums group as a place where 
locals could grow their own 
fruit and vegetables, and 
learn more about gardening 
and healthy eating.  But in 
recent months, some areas of 
the half-acre site are in need 
of attention, so an appeal 
has gone out to would-
be volunteers to help out.  
This includes digging beds, 
planting and pruning, as 
well as general maintenance 
such as fixing boundaries 
and clearing paths. In return 
volunteers can grow their 
own fruit and vegetables - 
and learn valuable gardening 
skills.

Volair - the new name for leisure
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STOCKBRIDGE 
KNIT WITS

Tina Drury, one of the founders 
of Northwood Mums, said, 

      New volunteers are
always welcome to replace 
group members who aren’t 
able to help out any longer. 
Even if you don’t know 
anything about gardening, 
we’ll help you learn all you 
need to know to grow your 
own. 

We’re here every Tuesday,
but helpers can come down
to the site any day.

The entrance to Northwood 
community garden is off 
Roughwood Drive, near The 
Roughwood pub.  To find out 
more, call Tina on
07516 022974.

Allotments need your help!
Halsnead Community Allotments, on Pennywood Drive, Whiston is 

appealing for help after thieves stole £4,000 worth of equipment.

Find out how you can help, or get involved, by calling Tina Cinnamond

on 07866 582582. Read the full story at www.knowsleynews.co.uk

COMMUNITY GARDEN NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

£22,000
FUNDING
BOOST

Tesco’s Community Fund ‘Bags 
of Help’ scheme for grants to 
fund improvements at both 
sites. Both schemes were 
shortlisted to go forward for 
shoppers in the Prescot store to 
vote for their favourite.

Following the in-store vote, 
£12,000 was awarded for 
enhancements at Prescot 
Cemetery, including improved 
signage - with £10,000 for 
wetland improvements at Stadt
Moers Park. 

Local shoppers have helped bring 
a £22,000 funding boost to Stadt 
Moers Park and Prescot Cemetery.

The Friends of Stadt Moers Park and The 
Friends of Prescot Cemetery applied to 



THE MPS SERVING THE BOROUGH ARE:

Meet your councillors
Following the local elections in May, there are now 15 
electoral wards in Knowsley and 45 councillors serving the 
borough.

You can use the contact details on this page to get in 
touch with your local councillors and MPs.

Cllr Jayne Aston
Labour
Telephone: 548 3490
jayne.aston@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ken McGlashan
Labour
Telephone: 489 7209
ken.mcglashan@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Carl Cashman
Liberal Democrats
Telephone: 07780 432 177
carl.cashman@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Alan Flute
Labour
Telephone: 07931 719 624
alan.flute@knowsley.gov.uk

George Howarth
MP for Knowsley
Constituency office: 546 9918
george.howarth.mp@parliament.uk

Cllr Jackie Harris
Labour
Telephone: 546 1708
jackie.harris@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Veronica McNeill
Labour
Telephone: 292 6710
veronica.mcneill@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Smith
Liberal Democrats
Telephone: 289 8800
ian.smith@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Shelley Powell
Labour
Telephone: 07711 377 926
shelley.powell@knowsley.gov.uk

Marie Rimmer
MP for St Helens South
and Whiston
Constituency office: 01744 752075
marie.rimmer.mp@parliament.uk

Cllr David Lonergan
Labour
Telephone: 548 3490
david.lonergan@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Labour
Telephone: 443 3482
andy.moorhead@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Wynn
Liberal Democrats
Telephone: 493 0834
mike.wynn@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Terry Powell
Labour
Telephone: 07734 592 365
terry.powell@knowsley.gov.uk

Maria Eagle
MP for Garston
and Halewood
Constituency office: 448 1167
marie.eagle.mp@parliament.uk

Cllr Edna Finneran
Labour
Telephone: 475 6890
edna.finneran@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tina Harris
Labour
Telephone: 486 6104
tina.harris@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Gary See
Labour
Telephone: 07815 502 999
gary.see@knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr Tony Brennan
Labour
Telephone: 292 8043
tony.brennan@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Brian O’Hare
Labour
Telephone: 489 7929
brian.ohare@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Dennis J Baum
Labour
Telephone: 480 7018 
dennis.baum@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Terry Byron
Labour
Telephone: 208 3281
terry.byron@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ray Halpin
Labour
Telephone: 546 1622
ray.halpin@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Christina O’Hare
Labour
Telephone: 489 7929
christina.ohare@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr John Donnelly
Labour
Telephone: 07756 575 873
john.donnelly@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Gillian Flatley
Labour
Telephone: 07713 818 795
gillian.flatley@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Linda Mooney
Labour
Telephone: 07445 299 195
linda.mooney@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Frank Walsh
Labour
Telephone: 07940 068 474
frank.walsh@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Margi O’Mara MBE
Labour
Telephone: 07864 938 932
margi.o’mara@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Newman
Labour
Telephone: 292 4884
tony.newman@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Eddie Connor
Labour
Telephone: 546 8881
eddie.connor@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Harvey
Labour
Telephone: 449 2501
margaret.harvey@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sean Donnelly
Labour
Telephone: 07508 830 925
sean.donnelly@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Victoria Lamb
Labour
Telephone: 07850 957 606
vickie.lamb@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Christine Bannon
Labour
Telephone: 489 7667
christine.bannon@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Denise Allen
Labour
Telephone: 430 7835
denise.allen@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Murphy
Labour
Telephone: 292 5280
michael.murphy@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Pam Spall
Labour
Telephone: 07554 997 566
pam.spall@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Norman Keats
Labour
Telephone: 546 7127
norman.keats@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Joan Lilly
Labour
Telephone: 482 1386
joan.lilly@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Colin Dever
Labour
Telephone: 07961 098 908
colin.dever@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Steff O’Keeffe
Labour
Telephone: 07779 973 336
steff.o’keeffe@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Marie E Stuart
Labour
Telephone: 07884 275 832
marie.stuart@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sarah Spall
Labour
Telephone: 07934 456 827
sarah.spall@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ros Smith
Labour
Telephone: 292 6506
ros.smith@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Kay Moorhead
Labour
Telephone: 289 8347
kay.moorhead@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Morgan
Labour
Telephone: 489 5292
graham.morgan@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr David Williams
Labour
Telephone: 430 0607
david.williams@knowsley.gov.uk
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Meet
the council’s 
Cabinet
Seven elected members make up the council’s 
Cabinet and work together as strategic 
policy-makers for the authority. They have 
responsibility for the council’s vision of making 
Knowsley, ‘the borough of choice’.

Cllr Andy Moorhead – Leader

As Leader, Cllr Moorhead is responsible for all executive 
decision-making at the council. His portfolio includes policy 
performance and improvement, emergency planning, 
marketing the borough and partnership governance. 
Cllr Moorhead is also the council’s representative on the 
Liverpool City Region Combined Authority. 

Cllr Steff O’Keeffe – Cabinet Member 
for Adult Social Care

As the demand for support services  
for vulnerable adults increases,  
Cllr O’Keeffe will have responsibility 
for adult social care services and 
safeguarding. As well as ensuring 
services are in place for those in 
immediate need, she will also head 
up a drive to ensure that prevention 
and early intervention enables people 
to live independently for as long as 
possible.

Cllr Christina O’Hare – Cabinet 
Member for Finance and 
Governance

With the continued need to 
manage significant cuts in the 
funding the council receives from 
central Government, Cllr O’Hare’s 
role is to oversee both council 
finances as well as looking at 
the impact of welfare reform on 
local people. She also takes on 
responsibility for digital inclusion 
at a time when the council is 
encouraging residents to access 
their services online.

Cllr Eddie Connor – Cabinet 
Member for Public Health, 
Wellbeing and Customer Services

Improving the health of our 
communities, including mental 
health and wellbeing, is key to 
Cllr Connor’s role. He will also 
look at improving local people’s 
access to culture and oversee 
the library service, as well as 
taking responsibility for services 
including environmental health 
and trading standards. 

Cllr Mike Murphy – Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration and Economic Development

Cllr Murphy’s areas of responsibility 
include regeneration programmes 
across the borough, such as the major 
redevelopment of Kirkby town centre.
He also oversees economic growth, 
heritage and conservation, highways 
and transportation. Other significant 
initiatives within Cllr Murphy’s portfolio 
include the Prescot Townscape Heritage 
Initiative and the major transport 
investment at Knowsley Business Park.

Cllr Gary See – Cabinet Member for 
Children’s Services

Cllr See is responsible for a 
wide range of areas, including 
working with schools to improve 
education for children and young 
people, safeguarding children and 
supporting adoption and fostering 
programmes in the borough.
His portfolio also includes Early 
Years Care and Early Years 
Education, encompassing services 
such as Children’s Centres.

Cllr Graham Morgan – Cabinet 
Member for Neighbourhoods

In this role, Cllr Morgan oversees a 
diverse array of key services.  
They range from waste 
management and recycling to the 
safer communities programme 
which works with partners to tackle 
crime and anti-social behaviour.  
Cllr Morgan’s portfolio also includes 
street cleansing, school meals and 
the Stronger Families programme. 
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CoULd YoU shArE
YoUr hoME  to
ChANgE soMEoNE’s
LiFE?

says Kay who has been a permanent 
carer for Gary Capaldi since he joined 
her family in 1988. 

Things weren’t always this settled for 
Gary, 51, who spent his early years in 
residential care. He befriended Kay’s 
daughter Nicola at a club for young 
people with special needs and soon 
became a frequent visitor at Kay’s 
Southdene home.

Kay added,

    Gary said he’d like to live with a 
family and within a year he moved 
in permanently with us. In recent 
years I’ve been a single carer and 
the support I’ve received from the 
Shared Lives Scheme has been 
fantastic. 

You get to meet lots of new people 
and we have a great time. It’s very 
rewarding knowing that you’ve 
made a difference to someone’s life. 
Just pick up the phone – you won’t 
regret it!

support when
you need it
Health and social care 
organisations and professionals 
across Knowsley and St Helens 
have teamed up to support 
residents who are approaching 
the end of their life to help them 
understand what they can expect 
from services.

The Citizens Charter for End of Life 
Care has been developed to help 
plan ahead and ensure that residents 
and their families are informed 
and supported. It wants to ensure 
people understand what choices are 
available to them, plans are in place 
to ensure their needs and wishes are 
met and they receive the highest 
possible care possible.  

For further information about the 
charter, please visit 
www.willowbrook.org.uk

That’s the appeal from Knowsley’s 
Shared Lives Scheme, which recruits 
carers to provide home-based care 
for disabled adults, older people and 
young care leavers needing support.

For many adults placed with carers, this 
will be their first experience of being 
part of a loving family, and having the 
independence to live a fulfilling life in 
their local community.

There are lots of ways you can get 
involved in Shared Lives – from offering 
a permanent home to someone 
through to offering short breaks 
support for carers.  You will receive a 
payment, extensive training and 24/7 
support. To find out more, call  
0151 443 2060.

Kay’s caring ways

Ask Kay Ramsay from Kirkby about her 
family and she’ll proudly tell you about 
her three children.

    I view Gary as my son and our 
family wouldn’t be complete 
without him. 

Social care watchdog, the Care Quality Commission, has given the Shared Lives 
Scheme a ‘good’ rating. Inspectors said that service users felt valued as people 
whose ‘views and opinions were listened to and respected.’ 

WATCHDOG ACCREDITATION
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The Adult Safeguarding team is a single point of contact providing 
support to adults with care and support needs, including the elderly, 
those with a physical or learning disability or mental health issues, as 
well as those at risk of abuse, neglect and exploitation. They are working 
closely with the police, health and housing providers, to ensure that 
vulnerable people are safe and can live without fear of harassment 
or harm.

If you’re a victim yourself or concerned about the welfare of an adult, 
contact the team on 0151 443 2600.

The popular OOPs book 
(Outreach for Older People’s 
project) has recently been 
updated and provides 
essential information on 
local services across the 
borough. The range of 
information now extends 
to support adults at risk, 
as well as older people.

The colour coded guide is presented in 
five sections - Health and Social Care, 
Community Safety, Homelife, Leisure 
and Social Activities, and Finance. 
 
From wanting to change your doctor, 
where to go with foot problems, 
dementia support through to getting 
minor repairs in your home sorted, 
making your home warmer and debt 
advice – it’s all in here. There’s also a 
list of useful telephone numbers at 
the back of the guide.

You can pick up a free copy from 
a range of agencies including the 
council, CCG, Healthwatch Knowsley 
or Knowsley Disability Concern, or you 
can download a copy from 
www.kopv.org.uk (search for OOPs).

A dedicated team committed to 
supporting and safeguarding 
adults at risk of neglect or abuse 
has joined forces with other 
safeguarding professionals in 
Knowsley and is based ‘under one 
roof’ in Knowsley’s Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH).

Knowsley Citizens Advice Bureau 
provides free, confidential and 
impartial advice and campaigns on big 
issues affecting people’s lives.

To find out more about the services 
they offer, call 0344 826 9694, email 
advice@knowsleycab.org.uk, visit 
www.citizensadviceknowsley.org.uk 
or call into their offices in Halewood, 
Huyton and Kirkby.

need help 
with an 
issue?

handy guide for 
adults in Knowsley

New team helps to
safeguard adults
in Knowsley
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the Big Friendly read

We all have a responsibility 
to ensure children are safe 
– whether you’re a parent 
or carer, a professional, or a 
member of the public.

But, if you have concerns about 
a child and you think they aren’t 
being looked after properly and 
that they may be suffering harm, 
neglect or abuse, who do you tell?
People worry about overreacting, 
being wrong or not being certain 
about what they’ve seen or heard.  

Our message is don’t – information 
is gathered from a range of sources 
and your report would just form 
one part of a bigger picture. 

If you think the child is in 
immediate danger, call the police 
on 999.  In other cases, talk to a 
teacher, doctor, the police through 
the 101 non-emergency number 
or call Knowsley’s Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub on 
0151 443 2600.

The Summer Reading Challenge is back and children in 
Knowsley are being challenged to read six books over the 
summer school holidays.

The theme for this year’s challenge is ‘The Big Friendly Read’ in 
celebration of the centenary of Roald Dahl’s birth. The borough’s 
libraries will have a range of Roald Dahl titles to choose from 
but children can read whatever they like – non-fiction books, 
joke books, poetry, and audio books – just as long as they are 
borrowed from the library.

Children aged four to 11 can sign up to the challenge at any 
Knowsley library. 

Every time a child finishes a book they get stickers and other 
rewards. There’s also a certificate and medal for every child who 
reads six books and completes the challenge. On top of that, it’s 
all for free!

The Big Friendly Read aims to encourage reading on a giant scale 
and highlight six key themes - invention, adventure, mischief, 
word play, child champions and friendship - that are explored in 
Roald Dahl’s most famous books, in a bid to encourage children to 
expand their own reading.

The challenge will run from Saturday, 16 July until Saturday, 
17 September.

Knowsley’s Library Service will also be hosting a variety of 
Roald Dahl themed activities to keep children entertained 
over the school holidays including story times, crafts and 
games – find out more at www.knowsleynews.co.uk 

If you’d like to find out more or register your child on the Summer 
Reading Challenge, please contact your local Knowsley library – 
details can be found on the council’s website.

CoNCErNEd ABoUt A ChiLd?  tELL soMEoNE

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Find out more
at
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‘Crafted’ exhibition 
showcases the
best of British
in Knowsley

Get fit in the great outdoors 
by trying one of the 15 ‘Work 
Out’ green gyms in parks 
across Knowsley. To find out 
where your nearest green gym 
is, and to pick up some 
exercise tips from fitness 
coach Juanita Steel, visit 
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

GET FIT WITH
GREEN GYMS

There’s something for 
everyone in the latest 
line-up of entertainment 
at The Venue this autumn 
and winter. For full details 
of all the acts – including 
some of the best 
Christmas and New Year 
party nights around – visit 
thevenuehuyton.co.uk

COMING UP AT 
THE VENUE

The Knowsley Crime Reading 
Festival was an exciting 
fortnight packed full of events 
and activities in our libraries 
for sleuths of all ages – visit 
www.knowsleynews.co.uk 
for all the details!

CRIME READING 
FESTIVAL A SUCCESS

If you live, work, study or 
volunteer in Knowsley and fancy 
seeing your artwork on display in 
a gallery, then the 2016 Knowsley 
Open could be your chance. 

This annual exhibition is a chance 
for people in the borough to show 
off their artistic talent. 

This year’s Open will run from 
10 October 2016 until 7 January 
2017 but if you want your work to 
be included, please return an entry 
form before Friday, 16 September. 

Forms will be available from August 
onwards by emailing 
Tina.Ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Stunning contemporary craft, design, 
sculpture and fine art by some of the 
hottest talents in British art are now 
on show at an exhibition spanning 
both Huyton and Kirkby Galleries. 

Crafted is a biennial show which 
showcases some of the best creative 
artwork in the UK. This year, it includes 
the work of nine top UK designers, 
including Stephen Dixon, Michael Eden 
and Junko Mori, on loan from the Crafts 
Council.

Meanwhile, at both Kirkby and Huyton 
Galleries, the Crafted exhibition features 
exhibits by 23 of the UK’s most exciting 
designers and makers. These pieces will 
also be available to buy.

Giftwrapping events will take place 
towards the end of the exhibition, on 
Tuesday, 2 August in Huyton Gallery 
and Tuesday, 9 August in Kirkby Gallery, 
between 1pm and 4pm. 

It is a chance to own a genuine piece 
of British art – or give a completely 
unique gift to someone. 

Kirkby Gallery (located within the 
Kirkby Centre) is open Monday to 
Friday between 9am and 5pm and on 
Saturday between 10am and 1pm. 
Huyton Gallery (located within Huyton 
Library) is open Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10am to 5pm, closed on 
Wednesdays and open on Thursday 
and Saturday from 10am to 1pm. 

Will you be one
of the 2016

Open
artists?

Find out more at www.knowsleynews.co.uk
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Flower Show
celebrateS the engliSh 

garden
Classic elements of the much loved English garden will be celebrated
at this year’s Knowsley Flower Show. 

Once again thousands of visitors will 
flock to the show, at Court Hey Park 
and the National Wildflower Centre 
on Sunday, 7 August from 11am 
until 5pm. 

This year’s theme celebrates 
Capability Brown and the traditional 
English garden, and with more 
than 100 classes to enter the floral 
marquee, it will once again be a 
spectacular sight to behold. 

Novices and experienced gardeners 
alike are encouraged to enter, and 
there are even classes for children. 
Knowsley Flower Show is a firmly 
established favourite in the local 
events calendar, and is the biggest 
free horticultural show of its kind.

As well as the floral marquee 
there is plenty to entertain all 
ages, with falconry displays, craft 

demonstrations, dog obedience, arts 
workshops, circus skills and much 
more! A large craft marquee will 
feature in the show alongside trade 
stands ranging from garden centres 
to outdoor furniture. Foodies will 
love the large farmers’ market 
selling lots of locally produced 
tempting treats.

And, for the green fingered visitor, 
there will be plants, bulbs and 
seeds at fantastic prices as well as a 
Gardener’s Question Time with local 
experts.  

As always, parking at and 
around the site is very limited and 
visitors are advised to visit 
www.knowsleyflowershow.com 
to get details of the free shuttle bus 
service which will be operating from 
across the borough.

Feelgood FeStival
Following a successful debut last year, the Feelgood Festival, which takes 
place the day before the Flower Show, returns to Court Hey Park on 
Saturday, 6 August, from 1pm to 5pm. 

This fun and free event is for people of all ages and is packed with ways to help 
improve your health and wellbeing - whether it be physical activity, relaxing and 
de-stressing or exercising your mental muscles! 

In the beautiful surroundings of the Gladstone Field on Court Hey Park there will be a 
variety of activities to try, including theatre performances, musicians, and storytellers, 
all designed to enhance your sense of happiness and wellbeing.

The Knowsley Feelgood Festival is part of Knowsley Council’s commitment to improve 
the health and wellbeing of everyone in the borough. It supports the Great Outdoors 
5 Ways to Wellbeing Programme, which aims to improve people’s awareness and 
connection to nature for better health and wellbeing.
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DISCoVEr tHE FASCInAtIng
HIStorY oF HuYton’S
WorLD WAr II CAmPS

A wonderful collection of personal 
stories, photographs and artwork 
from the World War II Internment 
and Prisoner of War camps in 
Huyton is on display in Huyton 
Library until early July.

Fascinating audio interviews with 
people who experienced life in the 
camps, or who lived in Huyton at 
that time, reveal what life in the 
camps was like.

The Internment camp was set 
up in 1940 on Woolfall Heath 
to accommodate German and 

Austrian civilians who were deemed 
a potential threat to national 
security. With little or no access 
to radio or newspapers, a large 
number of artistic and academic 
refugees kept themselves occupied 
by lecturing and performing. As a 
result the camp became known as 
‘Huyton University’.

The Prisoner of War camp was 
situated on the King George V 
Playing Fields and remained there 
for several years after the war had 
ended. Amongst its inmates was 

Bert Trautmann, who later went
on to be goalkeeper for 
Manchester City. 

This project is one of nine exciting 
projects being delivered over three 
years after the Library Service 
secured a Heritage Lottery grant to 
develop the Archive Resource for 
Knowsley (ARK).

For more information or to get 
involved, ring Jane Owens on
0151 443 3729 or email 
jane.owens@knowsley.gov.uk 

Lifestyle

Don t miss these fantastic 
Shakespeare productions

And following the approval of plans for a Shakespeare North Playhouse and Education Centre in Prescot, the 
borough just can’t get enough of the Bard right now. Catch the following productions over the next few months:

As You Like It
This fantastic play, by MATE Productions, debuted at the Prescot Elizabethan Fayre this month and is currently on 
tour. Catch it at Halewood Culture Fest on Sunday, 3 July, and back in Prescot for finale performances on 30 and 
31 July. Visit www.mateproductions.co.uk for more information. 

Much Ado About Nothing 
Don’t miss this spellbinding outdoor performance in the stunning grounds of Knowsley Hall on Thursday, 
11 August. Bring a picnic and soak up the evening sun whilst watching renowned theatre company, the Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men, performing one of Shakespeare’s greatest works. Tickets can be purchased at 
www.knowsleyhallvenue.co.uk 

Pop Up Shakespeare 
Fast-paced versions of both Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet will be popping up around Knowsley captivating 
audiences wherever they go. Catch performances at Prescot Carnival on Sunday, 19 June, the Prescot Arts, Crafts 
and Gifts Fair on Saturday, 6 August and at the Knowsley Flower Show on Sunday, 7 August.

There’s no shortage of ways to mark the 400th anniversary of William 
Shakespeare in Knowsley this summer!
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With an ageing population, the 
council and its partners are already 
looking at how they can ensure 
a variety of accommodation and 
support is available to meet the needs 
of these older people. 

Creating more ‘extra care’ housing 
in particular is a priority. Extra care is 
primarily for people over the age of 
55 and offers residents the right to 

have their own self-contained home, 
whilst having additional support on-
site when they need it.  
It promotes independence, allows 
residents to be in control of their 
lifestyle and many offer 24 hour 
on-site care and a range of facilities 
including a laundry, lounges, gardens 
and hairdressers.  

There are other important benefits 
to extra care housing, not least the 
positive impact it has on health 
and wellbeing. Couples who have 
different needs can stay together, 
hospital admissions are reduced and 
homes are designed to be safe which 
can reduce falls.

There are five extra care facilities 
in Knowsley – in Huyton, Kirkby 
and Halewood - with a further two 
currently in development – in Prescot 
and Stockbridge Village. 

thinking about our
older residents
Over the next 25 years, it is projected that the population of older people in Knowsley will 
rise by 13,933 (or 32%) for over 54s, and by 5,714 (or 49%) for the over 74s

in focus

to find out more about 
extra care housing in 
Knowsley, contact the 
Knowsley Access team 
on 0151 443 2600 or visit 
the council’s website
(and search for extra
care housing).

www.knowsleynews.co.uk        23



RE-CYCLING Initiative
and retired residents - to 
repair unwanted bikes. 
The volunteers gather 
each week to work on the 
latest batch of collected or 
donated items.

To find out when the 
next bike sale is taking 
place, or to get involved in 
volunteering, email Barry 
or Kevin at
merseycycle@gmail.com

Would you like to start cycling, but been put off by the cost of buying a bike?

Well the ReCycle project, based at 
the National Wildflower Centre in 
Huyton, might have the answer! Run 
by MerseyCycle, the project trains 
volunteers to repair and refurbish 
unwanted bikes which are then sold at 
bargain prices to the public.

The scheme, which was set up two 
years ago, has sold around 200 bikes – 
mostly to local people wanting a cheap 
way of getting to work.

Artwork by some of the best 
known names in British art has 
gone on show at Kirkby Gallery 
since it opened two years ago. 

The custom-designed gallery offers the 
kind of exhibition space that meets the 
requirements of big collectors including 
the Arts Council – and it is really 
beginning to put Kirkby on the map as 
a destination for the arts. 

Recently, the gallery hosted the New 
Worlds exhibition, which saw pieces 
from the Arts Council’s Select Collection 
on display, including pieces by well-
known names including Peter Blake, 

gALLErY MAKEs
KirKBY A  toP PLACE 
to ExhiBit Art 

Barbara Hepworth, David Hockney, 
Henry Moore and Bridget Riley.

The gallery has also hosted exhibitions 
by artists including Halima Cassell and 
Ruth Moillett, as well as photography 
by E Chambre Hardman. 

Natalie Rudd, of the Arts Council, 
explained,

    We were really impressed by 
Kirkby Gallery. It’s a wonderful 
space, with a really simple clean 
layout. The environment is perfect, 
which enables us to lend some
very valuable works.  

Cllr Eddie Connor, 
Cabinet Member for 
Public Health, Wellbeing and Customer 
Services, said,

     It’s great that Kirkby Gallery is 
considered as a top-class place to 
exhibit some really important art, 
making it easy for local people to 
see and enjoy them right here in 
Knowsley. 

When we opened the Kirkby 
Gallery, we were always ambitious 
to develop a nationally important 
exhibitions programme here,
and that is exactly what has 
happened.

(L- R): Kevin McCann from MerseyCycle; MRWA 

chairperson Councillor Graham Morgan, Lou 

Henderson from Pedal Away and ReCycle volunteer 

Peter Chan at the National Wildflower Centre
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Barry Redman, of MerseyCycle, said,

     We have monthly bike sales and 
have been getting more and more 
people coming along. We’ve sold 
some bikes to kids but a lot have 
been to people wanting a way of 
getting to work. Commuters are 
probably our biggest market.

With funding from the Merseyside 
Recycling and Waste Authority, 
the scheme has trained a team of 
volunteers – young people, unemployed 



The THI programme continues and is uncovering more hidden gems around the town centre. These include original 
Victorian timber and historic shop signage. Visit www.prescotthi.org.uk to find out more about the work and the 
fascinating history of the town. THI is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Knowsley Council and other local partners.
 

Prescot’s fascinating past
Prescot is one of Merseyside’s most historic towns. Famed for its watchmaking industry and in more 
recent times the home of the BICC, the town’s varied industrial past also includes coal mining, pottery 
and tool making. 
Since 2013 the Prescot Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) has been working to conserve Prescot’s rich 
heritage by sensitively restoring and repairing buildings and spaces in the town centre. Visitors to 
Prescot can already see the impact this work is having but not everyone will know about the town’s 
fascinating past. Here are some interesting facts you might not know…

SOME FACTS 
YOU MAY NOT 
KNOW!
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How Atherton Street came to be

Atherton Street is the latest to benefit from THI 
investment as work has now begun to repave it.  
The street itself was created in the 1770s when William 
Atherton Esq, part of the prominent local Atherton 
family, cleared the land opposite his home - Atherton 
Hall – to create a new route from Fazakerley Street 
(now High Street) direct to his front door!

The Annual Fair was legendary

Historically Prescot had an important annual fair, 
held on the Thursday and Saturday of Easter 
weekend. Analysis of tolls paid on roads into 
Prescot suggests the fair attracted about 500 
visitors per day!

Home to a huge number of public houses
Prescot once had a surprisingly large number of ale houses 
- 19 in 1592 rising to 43 in 1626. This is far more than would 
have been needed to cater for the local population and was 
probably due to the large number of visitors to the town - 
particularly on market days.

The birthplace of one of 
the country’s most famous 
actors
John Kemble was a famous 
Shakespearean actor born in 
Prescot in 1757. John, along 
with his siblings, enjoyed huge 
success on the stage and a marble 
statue of him still 
stands in a chapel 
at Westminster 
Abbey. In Prescot 
his legacy was 
celebrated with 
Kemble Street 
being named after 
him.

One of the 
narrowest streets
in the country
Less than 1.5 metres wide, 
Stone Street off Eccleston 
Street was originally built 
as a boundary between 
two properties in the
16th century.

It even has its own 
‘flatiron’ building
Anyone who has visited New 
York may have taken a look at 
the iconic Flatiron building. Well 
you don’t need to go that far as 
Prescot has its own! Built in the 
1890s, the building, which still 
stands proud today, has been a 
warehouse for the Lancashire 
Watch Company and home to the 
Prescot Mechanism Company.  

A popular market town
During the Tudor era, Prescot’s 
markets were hugely popular 
and the population of the 
town (around 400 at the time) 
swelled on market days

Trade is at its heart
Trade and industry has always been 
a key part of Prescot’s past which 
is evident on Atherton Street itself. 
Most of the three storey houses 
that still line it were purpose-built 
for watchmakers and the backs of 
numbers 13, 15 and 17 all have the 
wide windows that are typical of 
watchmakers’ workshops. 

Other occupiers along Atherton Street 
included a ropemaker, a sailmaker, 
two pubs and even a “Professor of 
Music!”



Award
for school
meals
Knowsley school children have 
another good reason to enjoy 
their school lunches, after the 
council’s school meals service 
picked up a national award.

The service has been awarded the Soil 
Association’s Food for Life Catering 
Mark Bronze award, which means all 
the food served uses fresh ingredients 
which are locally sourced, free from 
additives and unhealthy fats, and are 
better for animal welfare.

The initiative involves changing 
menus, working with suppliers, 
sourcing fresh produce, preparing 
meals onsite and training staff. 

Pupils, teachers and chefs were 
consulted on the new menus, 

STAY SAFE IN THE SUN 

• Try and stay out of the heat between 11am and 3pm when the sun is at  
 its hottest
• Apply sunscreen regularly – minimum factor 15 – and about 30 minutes  
 before going out in the sun
• Wear light, loose-fitting clothing and a hat/scarf
• Babies, children and very fair skinned people should avoid direct sunlight
• Know the dangers of using sunbeds - regular sunbed use can increase the  
 risk of skin cancer 
• Fake or spray tans can give you a tanned look – with a lot less damage 
 to your skin

For more information, visit www.nhs.uk/summerhealth

including children voting for their top 
10 meals. 

Charlie Newstead, Head Teacher at 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in 
Huyton said, 

    It’s reassuring for me to know 
that all of the food served to 
our children meets such high 
standards, that all the ingredients 
are fresh and the meat comes 
from accredited farms with good 
animal welfare standards.

Among the healthy meals which have 
been a hit with children is vegetable 
frittata – a delicious omelette-type 
dish made with fresh vegetables.

And if you’d like to try it yourself at 
home, visit www.knowsleynews.
co.uk where St Joseph’s chef 
Charlotte Hoey shows you how to 
make this simple, nutritious dish.
You can also find the latest school 
meals menus on the council’s website. 

Head Teacher Charlie Newstead and Chef
Charlotte Hoey with pupils at St Joseph’s
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Courtyard Café 
to stay open!

Become a 
Knowsley
school governor
School governors are 
people who want to make 
a positive contribution to 
children’s education.  

You will work as part of the school’s 
governing board to promote high 
standards of education, holding 
the senior leadership of the school 
to account and make important 
decisions about school policies, the 
school’s budget and the curriculum.

School governors are the most 
important, and rewarding, voluntary 
roles in education.  If you live or 
work in Knowsley and would like 
to have your say on education in 
Knowsley, gain a greater awareness 
of the education system, enhance 
your skills and connect with your local 
community, then we would like to 
hear from you!  

Visit the council’s website for further 
information on school governor 
opportunities in Knowsley (search for 
school governor).

The council has stepped in to ensure the Courtyard Café 
in Kirkby remains open, after Nugent Social Enterprise 
announced it would close.

The café, based on Knowsley 
Business Park, provides training and 
work experience for adults with 
learning disabilities, as well as those 
not in education, employment or 
training, and is a valued resource in 
the community. 

Cllr Mike Murphy, Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration and Economic 
Development, and also a local ward 
member commented,

    As soon as we became aware 
of their intention to close the 
café, we made contact with 
Nugent. We understand the 
positive impact this facility has 
on the lives of the people and 
we were determined to do what 
we could to keep it open.  

The council has agreed a range 
of support that will safeguard 
the future of the café until March 
2017. This includes developing a 
sustainable business plan, placing 
a further five adults in the café, 
help to ensure the café fills 20 
placements by September plus the 

recruitment of a full-time member 
of staff to support the adults placed 
there.  

Elaine Kenna, mum of Amy who 
has a placement at the café, said,

    I’m delighted with this 
outcome and thankful that 
the council has listened to our 
concerns and stepped in to help 
out so quickly. The café makes 
a real difference to the life of 
my daughter and to the lives of 
many other families like mine. 
I feel hopeful for the future 
and I’m really looking forward 
to working with the council to 
secure a bright future for the 
café.

The Courtyard Café, based on 
Admin Road in Kirkby offers a range 
of freshly prepared, healthy eating 
options. The café is open from 
7.30am until 3pm Monday to Friday. 
Telephone orders are welcome, plus 
the café offers a free delivery service 
to local businesses. To find out more, 
call 0151 546 9365.
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What’s on

Weekly during term time 
(under 5s)

Words & pictures 
Halewood Library Mondays 
10.15am to 11.15am, 
Stockbridge Library 
Tuesdays 2pm to 3pm, 
Huyton Library Thursdays 
10.15am to 11.15am, 
Prescot Library Fridays 
10.30am to 11.30am, Kirkby 
Library Fridays 2pm to 3pm 
Story and rhyme sessions for pre-school children.
Free
Contact your local Knowsley library for 
further information

Weekly during
term time 

After School 
Library 
Activities
Stockbridge 
Library Mondays 
3.15pm to 
4.15pm, Prescot Library 
Mondays 3.30pm to 4.30pm, Halewood 
Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm, Kirkby 
Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm, Huyton 
Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm
Story and craft sessions for all ages (under 8s must 
be accompanied by an adult). 
Free
Contact your local Knowsley library for 
further information

Every first Saturday of the month

Family First Saturdays
Prescot Centre Activity Room
12.30pm to 3pm
A fun, make-and-take workshop exploring 
different themes every first Saturday of the month. 
Free, drop-in with no need to book.
Contact: Tina Ball on
0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Every first Saturday of the month

Prescot Producers’ Market
Eccleston Street
9am to 2pm
Buy the best goods from local farmers, bakeries 
and businesses.

Every first Saturday of the month

Prescot Arts and Craft Fair
Prescot Shopping Centre
9am to 4.30pm
An array of unique gifts to buy.

Ongoing until 
24 September 

Crafted 
exhibition
Kirkby Gallery until 
13 August & Huyton 
Gallery until 24 September
For the first time the exhibition is being 
simultaneously shown across both galleries. 
Showcasing the work of contemporary craft, 
design, sculpture and fine art alongside the work 
on loan from The Crafts Council.
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or email 
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Every Thursday from 16 June

Nordic Walk 
Taster sessions
1pm at Court 
Hey Park &
Thursday 23 June, 
Thursday 28 
July, Thursday 22 
September 2pm at 
Bowring Park 
Come and join us for a Nordic walk around 
Bowring Park.  Nordic walking is the most perfect 
form of whole-body exercise which works 90% of 
your body’s muscles.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843

Saturday 18 June 2016

Willowbrook Hospice 10th 
Anniversary Moonlight Walk 
10pm start from Borough Road, St Helens 
To sign up go to www.eventbrite.co.uk
and search for ‘Willowbrook Hospice The 
Moonlight Walk’  

(£5 - children, £15 - adults or £35 - group ticket  
(2 adults and up to 3 children).
Contact: The fundraising office on
01744 453 798 or email  
events@willowbrookhospice.org.uk

Mondays 20 June onwards

Summer Walk
Court Hey Park
11am 
Come and take in the views on this friendly, group 
walk. Meet at the top visitors’ car park.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843

Tuesday 21 June 

Working Well Knowsley Active 
Challenge 
Knowsley Hall
6pm start
Enjoy a 3k or 8k walk 
around Knowsley Hall 
or a 2k race and over 
16s 5k race. The walks 
and 2k race are free
to enter. 
The 5k race costs £7.50 as an individual runner or if 
you want to run as part of a team of four, the cost 
is £30 per team (must include a minimum of one 
female runner).
Contact: peter.green@volair.org.uk 

Saturday 25 June

Ten Acre Pits Fun Day
12pm to 3pm  
Join the Friends of the Park for an 
afternoon of fun.
Contact: Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550 843

Sunday 26 June

Bowring Park Gala 
11am
Come and join the Annual 
Celebration Gala, with PDSA 
dog show and lots of family fun. 
Participants are welcome for stalls, 
displays, and arena events.
Contact: 0151 482 1116 (voicemail 
messages will be responded to) or email 
friendsofbowringpark@btinternet.com or visit
www.bowringpark.co.uk

EVENTS

meetings in Knowsley

Council 
Wednesday 29 June, 6pm 
Wednesday 21 September, 6pm

Cabinet 
Wednesday 29 June, 2pm 
Wednesday 27 July, 2pm 
Wednesday 21 September, 2pm

Policy and Performance Committee – 
Children’s 
Monday 4 July, 4pm 
Monday 5 September, 4pm

Policy and Performance Committee – Place 
Tuesday 5 July, 4pm 
Tuesday 6 September, 4pm

Policy and Performance Committee – 
Adults 
Tuesday 12 July, 4pm 
Tuesday 13 September, 4pm

Governance Committee 
Tuesday 28 June, 4pm 
Monday 18 July, 4pm 
Monday 5 September, 4pm

Planning Committee 
Thursday 21 July, 6pm 
Thursday 8 September, 6pm

Licensing Committee 
Thursday 4 August, 6pm

Joint Consultative Committee 
Friday 8 July, 10am

Health and Wellbeing Board 
Thursday 16 June, 1:30pm (informal) 
Thursday 28 July, 1:30pm 

Please note that the times and dates of these 
meetings are subject to change. You can check 
details on our website.
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Jun 16 - sep 16

useful numbers

Benefits (housing and council tax) 
 0151 443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages 0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees 
  0151 443 2380 / 2381

Bulky household waste service 
 0151 443 2400

Business rates  0151 443 4069

Business services 0151 477 4000 
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)

Car parking enquiries 0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service  0800 085 2022

Citizens Advice Knowsley 0344 826 9694

Complaints and compliments  
 0151 443 4031

Consumer advice/Trading Standards 
 08454 040506

Council Tax 0151 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud 
Hotline  0800 0730 532

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232

Fire/police/ambulance (emergency) 999

Highways (including emergencies) 
 0800 023 2334

Housing Options (homelessness) 
 0800 694 0280

Job vacancies 0151 443 3434

Knowsley Community Messaging 
 0151 443 2498

Knowsley Council (general enquiries) 
 0151 489 6000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general 
enquiries 0151 290 7000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs  
 0500 969694

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard 
 0151 296 4000

Merseyside Police Switchboard 101

NHS 111 Service 111

Pest control 0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380

Refuse collection 0151 443 2400

School attendance service 0151 443 5147

School bus pass 0151 443 2500

Social services 0151 443 2600

Social services out of hours emergency 
 07659 590081

Street lighting 0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults 0151 443 2349
 
For more information visit the Knowsley Council 
website or email 
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

Saturday 2 July 

The Kirkby Festival
Millbrook Park, Millennium Green   
12pm to 4pm 
A great family day out with lots of free 
entertainment, arts and crafts.
Contact: John Fleming on 07900 450 388

Saturday 6 August 

Knowsley 
Feelgood 
Festival
Court Hey Park, 
Gladstone Field
1pm to 5pm
Packed with fun and 
creative activities 
guaranteed to be a 
great, free day out for 
all the family!
Contact: Culture 
Development and 
Events Service on 0151 443 5749

Sunday 7 August

Knowsley
Flower Show
Court Hey Park
11am to 5pm
A free fun packed day 
of family entertainment 
and what promises 
to be a stunning 
showpiece Floral 
Marquee.
Contact: 
Culture Development 
and Events Service on
0151 443 5749

Thursday 11 August

Much Ado 
About
Nothing
Knowsley Hall
7.30pm
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men bring one of the 
Bard’s great works to the borough with this 
sparkling, battle-of-the-sexes comedy, Much Ado 
About Nothing, on the grounds of Knowsley Hall.
Tickets are £15 for adults and £8 for children. 
Family tickets (two adults & two children) can also 
be purchased, in advance only, for £42.
For tickets visit
www.knowsleyhallvenue.co.uk/events
or call 0151 443 5349

Monday 30 August to 
Saturday 22 October

Drawn from life: 
People on Paper 
Kirkby Gallery
The exhibition brings together 
some of the finest drawings 
of the human figure in the 
Arts Council Collection, with 
work on display from Moore, Hepworth, Lowry 
and Hockney.
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or email 
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Thursday 8 to Sunday 11 September 

Bowring Park Heritage Weekend 
The Coach House
2pm to 4pm
Archive exhibition and informative talk from Friends 
of Bowring Park Society Members, refreshments, 
cream teas and cup cakes will be available.
Contact: 0151 482 1116 (voicemail 
messages will be responded to) or email 
friendsofbowringpark@btinternet.com or visit 
www.bowringpark.co.uk

Monday 12 & Friday
16 September

Bat Walk and Talk
Court Hey Park,
Monday 12 & Ten Acre Pits, 
Friday 16
7.30pm
Come and learn about these flying mammals 
and enjoy a short talk followed by a walk in the 
park using bat detectors to find and identify these 
elusive creatures. 
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843

Friday 9 to Sunday 11 September

Prescot Parish Church Heritage 
Open Days
Friday 12pm to 3pm, Saturday 11am to 3pm, 
Sunday 1pm to 3pm
The only Grade I Listed Building in the borough 
c.1610 opens its doors so you can discover its long 
and varied history and admire its Jacobean ceiling 
and panelling and Saxon font.
Contact:
http://prescotchurch.merseyworld.com

Don’t forget to check out our new website for 
all up and coming events.
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