
Your Knowsley Council
Newsletter   March 2017

U p d a t e s . . . . . E v e n t s . . . . . N e w s !

LFC and council development plans... Liverpool
City Region Mayoral Election...Halsnead Garden
Village...Shakespeare North Playhouse...
North West Adoption Fortnight...and much more!

Kirkby’s exciting new
retail proposal
page 3

INSIDE



W elcome to our first bite-sized 
edition of Knowsley News.

As you will know from our last 
edition, Knowsley News was 
reviewed as part of the budget 
savings we need to make - £14.8m 
over the next three years. As a result, 
we are keeping you updated in 
different ways - through this
bi-monthly newsletter available to 
pick up in a range of public buildings, 
as well as all of the latest news being 
available on our news site -
www.knowsleynews.co.uk - and 
our social media channels including 
Facebook and Twitter.

As the council starts to implement a 
number of budget savings, it is keen 
to ensure our parks and green spaces 
are as protected as they can be from 
the budget cuts.

As a result, we have established the 
Knowsley Parks and Green Spaces 
Review Board. Over the coming months, 
the Board will review how parks are 

At Council earlier this month, 
the recommendation to 
increase Council Tax by 4.99% 
was approved. Of this, 3% 
will go directly to help fund 
essential adult social care 
services - supporting our 
vulnerable and older people 
to live independently in their 
own homes for longer.

Knowsley has an ageing 
population so the demand on 
Adult Social Care services is the 
highest it has been in years. 
The increase will mean a £43.11 
increase per year on a Band A 
property. managed and funded.  Importantly, they 

will be seeking the views of our parks 
and green spaces users and residents 
whilst shaping their recommendations.

A consultation on their plans is due to 
take place over the summer, so keep a 
look-out on www.knowsleynews.co.uk
to find out more.

In this edition, there’s a snapshot of 
what’s happening across the borough 
- how our regeneration plans are 
progressing, the range of exciting events 
coming up, as well as what the Liverpool 
City Region Mayor is and why it’s 
important that you vote in the election 
on 4 May.

Remember updates on these stories and 
more are available on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Welcome to
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There are children waiting right now 
for adoption in the North West and 
some will wait longer than a year 
to be adopted - that’s the message 
you’ll hear on TV and radio as part of 
North West Adoption Fortnight, from 
17 to 30 April.

The first ever Liverpool City Region 
Mayoral Election takes place on 
Thursday, 4 May 2017.

Eligible residents over the age of 18 
across the Liverpool City Region (Halton, 
Knowsley, Liverpool, St Helens, Sefton 
and Wirral) will be able to vote for 
a candidate who will in future make 
important decisions about where funding 
and resources should be directed locally.

The new Liverpool City Region Mayor will 
work with the six local councils to drive 
forward economic growth, transport, 
strategic housing, planning and 
employment and skills.  Making decisions 
locally will mean they are aligned to the 
City Region’s needs.

If you’re registered to vote, you will 
receive your polling card by 5 April
2017.  If you’re not registered to vote, 
please visit gov.uk/register-to-vote.
The deadline to register is 13 April 2017.

The full list of candidates will be available 
on www.liverpoolcityregionelects.org 
from 5 April 2017. In addition, every 
household will be receiving a Mayoral 
booklet before the end of April 2017, 
which gives further
information about
the Liverpool City Region
Mayoral Election.

To find out more about the role of 
the Liverpool City Region Mayor and 
why you should vote, visit www.
liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/election 

Make sure your vote 
counts on 4 May 2017!

Knowsley Council is one of 22 local 
authorities involved in Adopt North West, 
a regional campaign highlighting the 
need for families for children waiting 
the longest to be adopted and breaking 
down the myths about adoption.
Find out more on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

GULP roadshow visits 
Knowsley

Look out for the Give Up Loving 
Pop (GULP) roadshows over the 
Easter school holidays. 

It’s part of a new campaign raising 
awareness of the damage that 
sugary drinks are doing to you 
and your family’s health.

Visit www.knowsleynews.co.uk 
to find out more about the 
roadshows where you can pick 
up a GULP water bottle and 
information leaflet when you sign 
up to the 21-day GULP challenge 
to give up sugary drinks and drink 
more water.
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North West
Adoption Fortnight

Liverpool City Region 
Mayoral Election

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Keep up to date with 
all the latest news at

What’s hot
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Exciting plans for

LFC and council 
announce plans for 
Kirkby redevelopment

NEW RETAIL 
PLANS FOR 
KIRKBY  TOWN 
CENTRE

Knowsley

Liverpool Football Club and 
Knowsley Council have announced 
joint plans for a proposed 
redevelopment of the Reds’ 
Academy site in Kirkby, including 
improvements for local residents 
and the community playing fields at 
Simonswood Lane.

Liverpool Football Club’s vision is to bring 
its First Team and Academy football 
training operations and facilities together 
on one site. The £50m proposal includes 
a new combined training centre, the 
redevelopment of the existing facilities at 
the Academy and designs to convert the 
main pitch into an indoor pitch.

There are lots of exciting plans and developments coming up in the borough. Here are just a 
few highlights, but you can get the latest updates on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

The council is leading on proposals to 
provide new and improved football 
pitches and sports facilities in the area, 
including upgrades to the pitches, new 
changing facilities, new dog-walking and 
cycle paths, new lighting and improved 
security with a CCTV system.

A consultation took place earlier this 
month and further updates will be 
available on www.knowsleynews.co.uk
over the coming months.  

Regeneration 
specialist
St. Modwen 
has submitted a 
planning application 
to Knowsley 
Council for the 
retail phase of the 
redevelopment of 
Kirkby Town Centre.

The planning application includes a 
supermarket, new shops, improved 
pedestrian links, car parking, new 
public realm and landscaping.  The 
redevelopment will complement, 
enhance and integrate with the 
existing town centre shops and 
facilities.  

The application will be considered by 
the council’s Planning Committee in 
due course.

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Find out more on all these stories at
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HALSNEAD
GARDEN VILLAGE

Work continues on
Shakespeare North Playhouse

Halsnead Garden Village is an exciting new opportunity for residential
and employment development - and a key part of the council’s ambitious 
growth plans.

Survey work at the site for the Shakespeare North Playhouse in Prescot has 
been completed. The work involved detailed investigation of the ground to 
help with the design of the building. During the work, artefacts from the
14th and 15th Centuries were unearthed.

This will be a new vibrant community 
with a range of high quality housing, 
new employment opportunities, a 
Country Park, new primary school and 
improvements to other community and 
outdoor leisure facilities.

During public consultation on the draft 
Masterplan for the development, over 
1,000 people visited the dedicated 
website, another 250 people attended 
the drop-in events and nearly the same 

Knowsley Council has submitted bids to 
the Single Investment Fund which have 
gone through to the next stage. The 
bids include £6.5m contribution towards 
the construction of the Playhouse and 
£6.46m to enhance Prescot train station, 
creating a Shakespearean trail to the 

Work has started on the new 
Community Fire and Police 
Station on Manchester Road in 
Prescot. 
Merseyside Fire & Rescue Authority, 
Merseyside Police, the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and Knowsley 
Council have worked together on the 
joint station.  
The new station, which Merseyside 
Police will also use as a Community 
Police Station, will be operational 
next year. 
Four young people from across 
Knowsley, recruited by Wates 
Construction, recently started 
working on the development.

Cllr Morgan with the new recruits

number of comments were submitted. 
A final version of the Masterplan is 
expected to be considered by Knowsley 
Council’s Cabinet in the summer.

Before any development takes place, 
the council will consider individual 
planning applications. The Masterplan 
will ensure that any development meets 
Knowsley’s ambitions for high quality 
design, construction and environmental 
standards.

theatre and improving the highway on 
Eccleston Street.

Subject to funding, construction on
the new Playhouse will begin in late 
2017 and will open in 2020. Once 
complete, it will attract visitors from
all over the world.

Prescot 
Community Fire 
and Police Station
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In focus

As part of Volair’s 
drive to enhance 
leisure facilities in the 
borough, an investment 
of £750,000 will see 
improvements to the 
gym and football 
facilities in Kirkby. 

Over the coming weeks, Kirkby 
Leisure Centre’s gym will be 
upgraded to include a new 
functional area including a 
sled track, larger free weight 
area, new cardiovascular and 
resistance equipment, along 
with a new gym floor class 
timetable.  And not only that, 
but a new 3G football pitch is 
also coming to Kirkby!  Work 
has started on the full-size, all-
weather, floodlit pitch at Kirkby 
Leisure Centre. For the latest 
updates and membership offers, 
visit www.volair.org.uk

Autism 
accreditation 
for day 
centres

Waste collection update
Garden waste collections started up again earlier this month, with blue 
bins now being collected every three weeks. Many residents have also 
switched to a new collection day.

All households received packs containing a new waste collection calendar and 
a letter explaining the reasons for the changes. There are no changes to the 
frequency of general waste (maroon bin) and recycling (grey bin) collections which 
are made fortnightly.

The waste collection calendars can be downloaded from the council’s website.

If you’re looking for a one stop shop of 
useful information about services and 
support for families, including disabled 
children and young people, then look 
no further than the Knowsley Family 
Information Service website.

The site - www.knowsleyinfo.co.uk - 
provides details about local and national 
organisations and services offering 
advice and support for families and 

carers, as well as 
the professionals 
working with 
families.

There’s information 
about everything 
from childcare and 
early education, 
healthcare, community services and play 
and leisure opportunities.

Knowsley’s Adult Disability 
Service has been given an 
official seal of approval 
by the National Autistic 
Society.

The service, which runs 
activities at six day centres in 
Kirkby, Halewood and Huyton 
for adults with disabilities 
and autism has had its Autism 
Accreditation - initially 
achieved in 2015 - awarded for 
a further three years (2017 – 
2020).

Autism Accreditation is an 
internationally-recognised 
award for organisations 
demonstrating a commitment 
to understanding autism 
and setting the standard for 
autism-
friendly 
services. One stop shop website for families
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What’s on

Summer of love comes 
to Knowsley!

Local artist in first solo exhibition

What’s on for children in our libraries

A solo exhibition of new paintings by 
the artist Cherie Grist, who grew up 
in Stockbridge Village, is at Huyton 
Gallery until Saturday, 20 May.

The vibrant series of paintings
on display in Huyton’s ‘People’ 
exhibition captures people 
and their behaviour and how 
situations affect them.

There are lots of free activities for children in Knowsley’s 
libraries over the school Easter holidays. 

From crafts to construction and coding to jewellery-making, 
there’s something for primary school children of all ages.

Plus there’s also a huge range of exciting books to choose 
from - perfect for enjoying over Easter.

There’ll be a flower power theme 
to both the Feelgood Festival 
(on Saturday, 5 August) and 
Knowsley Flower Show
(on Sunday, 6 August).

These free family shows
welcome thousands of
visitors to enjoy fantastic 
entertainment and stalls
as well as beautiful flowers
and home-grown produce. 

Put the dates in your
diary today!

From exhibitions and shows through to craft making and hand-made gifts, there’s 
something to suit all interests in Knowsley!  Here’s a few highlighted events coming up, 

but the full what’s on guide can be found on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

WHAT’S ON

Prescot Producers’ 
Market and Fair

What’s on at 

Don’t forget, Prescot 
Producers’ Market 
takes place on the 
first Saturday 
of every 
month with 
stalls selling 
fresh local 
produce and 
handcrafted 
goods lining 
Eccleston Street 
from 9am – 2pm.  
You can also head into Prescot 
Shopping Centre to visit the Arts 
and Craft fair from 9am – 4pm or 
the new Prescot Weekly Bazaar 
from 10am – 4pm.  Get along and 
see what takes your fancy!

There’s a packed programme of 
events coming up at The Venue, 
Huyton in the coming months.

Soul and Motown act Soul 
Image top the bill at the 
Mother’s Day Cabaret Lunch 
on Sunday, 26 March, whilst 
Never Forget – the Ultimate 
Tribute to Take That appear 
on Friday, 12 May.

For tickets and information 
call 0151 443 3761 or visit
www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk



We can help you 
to Get Online ...
You can use PCs, free of charge, in our One Stop Shops 
and libraries.

Free digital courses are available across the borough -  
call 0151 443 2026 to find out more!

Digital Champions in our One Stop Shops are on-hand
to help you get online - speak to a member of our team.

Plus you can contact the council online for a range of 
services - visit www.knowsley.gov.uk to discover 
what you can do online today!

If you have any stories to include in future issues please call 0151 443 3536 or email knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

Keep up to date with all the latest news at www.knowsleynews.co.uk


