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Iam delighted to be writing my first 
introduction to Knowsley News as the 

new Leader of Knowsley Council. Having 
served as a councillor for more than 20 
years, I am both honoured and excited 
about taking on this new role and in 
focussing my passion for Knowsley on 
delivering the very best for our residents 
and communities. 

This newsletter is a great way to be able 
to keep you all up to date with important 
council news and I hope this edition 
provides you with some key updates. 
From investment news in Prescot and 
Kirkby, to positive endorsement of the 
council’s continually improving Children’s 
Services - there is lots to be aware of 
and lots of positive outcomes for the 
borough.  

Councillor Jackie 
Harris is the Mayor of 
Knowsley this year.

Jackie is a foster carer who has lived in 
Kirkby for 54 years and has been serving 
her community as a councillor since 1993.

During the year, Jackie will be raising 
money for her charities - Breast Mates 
Cancer Support Group and Hop, Skip and 
Jump Foundation, with a donation also 
being made to Knowsley Carers Centre.

Jackie’s daughter Beverley is serving as 
Mayoress this year.

Alongside all of this is an update on the 
major announcement we made in June 
to drop proposals to sell 10% of our 
parks and an introduction to my new 
Cabinet - who I am sure you will all be 
hearing a lot more from over the coming 
months.  

I hope you enjoy reading.

Cllr Graham Morgan
Leader of Knowsley Council

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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News In Brief...
Fifteen councillors, including eight new members, were elected to serve the borough at 
the local elections held in May. To find out which three councillors represent your ward, 
visit the ‘Your council’ section on the council’s website. 

Your local councillors

Cllr Graham Morgan

In his role as Leader, Cllr Morgan has 
a strategic overview of all executive 
decision-making and governance. 
The functions and services within 
the Leader’s portfolio include policy, 
performance and improvement, risk 
management, emergency planning, 
corporate communications, policy on 
service delivery models and the Knowsley 
Partnership. The Leader is also the 
Liverpool City Region lead on ‘Public 
Service and Further Devolution’. Cllr 
Morgan is a ward member for Swanside.

Cllr Sean Donnelly (Deputy Leader)
 
This portfolio includes work ranging from 
adult social care, public health, mental 
health and wellbeing, learning disabilities 
through to the libraries service. As well 
as being the Cabinet Member for Health 
and Social Care, Cllr Donnelly – who 
represents the Whitefield ward – was 
also appointed as the Deputy Leader 
of the council at the Annual General 
Meeting.

Cllr Jayne Aston

A ward member for Cherryfield, 
Cllr Aston’s Cabinet role includes 
responsibility for a wide range of 
resources and governance functions, 
such as financial management, IT, digital 
strategy and inclusion, and customer 
services.

Cllr Margaret Harvey

Cllr Harvey has responsibility for the 
council services which aim to give 
children in Knowsley the best start in life. 
That includes early years, safeguarding, 
school improvement and special 
educational needs and disability. Cllr 
Harvey is a ward member for Roby.

Cllr Tony Brennan

Cllr Brennan’s Cabinet role focuses on 
driving economic growth and prosperity 
in Knowsley. The Shevington ward 
member oversees regeneration projects 
and programmes and Knowsley’s Local 
Plan, along with functions including 
employment and skills initiatives, 
highways and transport, and housing.

Cllr Shelley Powell

Cllr Powell’s portfolio covers a wide 
range of areas supporting the council’s 
‘sustainable borough’ theme. A ward 
member for Halewood North, she is 
responsible for functions including street 
cleansing, waste and recycling, the green 
space strategy, and environmental health 
and trading standards.

Leader’s 
portfolio

Health and 
Social Care

Resources

Children’s 
Services

Regeneration 
and Economic 
Development

Communities
and 

Neighbourhoods

Knowsley Council has a new Cabinet in place to shape the policies which will 
deliver key services to you and your community.

The appointments were confirmed at the council’s Annual General Meeting.

Each Cabinet Member has a particular area of responsibility and works with colleagues and officers to achieve the 
council’s broader objectives.

Meet the new Cabinet



“Knowsley Council has continued to 

make sustained progress since the 

Ofsted inspection in March 2017.”

Big names announce
new Kirkby stores

Council 
continues 
to make 
improvements 
in Children’s 
Social Care

Home Bargains and Kentucky Fried 
Chicken have agreed deals with 
regeneration specialist St Modwen to join 
Morrisons in the new-look town centre.

High street giant Home Bargains will 
relocate from its current smaller store on 
St Chad’s Parade to occupy a new larger 
20,000 sq ft unit.

Meanwhile, the American fast food 
restaurant giant Kentucky Fried Chicken 
is the first food and beverage brand to 
sign up to the scheme.

The council’s Children’s Social Care 
work and practice is continuing to 
improve, according to the latest 
review carried out by Malcolm 
Newsam CBE - a nationally 
recognised specialist in this area 
of work and former Chair of the 
Knowsley Children’s Services 
Improvement Board.

This latest review, which mirrors an 
Ofsted inspection, highlighted a number 
of areas of good practice and concluded 
that “Knowsley Council has continued 

to make sustained progress 
since the Ofsted inspection in 
March 2017.”

The review concluded that 
the council’s quality of work 
was impressive, leadership 
was strong and the 
workforce was skilled
and motivated.
  

The new-look Kirkby town centre will 
have new shops including a Morrisons 
food store and petrol filling station, 
improved pedestrian links, car parking, 
new public realm and landscaping.

Morrisons is currently working 
alongside St Modwen on a timetable 
for when construction work on the 
new supermarket will begin now that 
demolition work in the town centre has 
been completed.

Cllr Tony Brennan, Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration and Economic 
Development, said,

        It’s another tremendous vote of 
confidence in Kirkby that two more 
major brands are opening large new 
stores in the town centre. Along with 
the new Morrisons supermarket, this 
will really help to transform Kirkby 
into a great place to shop.

Two major brands are set to open new stores
in Kirkby town centre.

Mr Newsam said,

        The progress being made in 
Knowsley continues to impress 
me. The overall approach and 
commitment to improving Children’s 
Social Care services is commendable 
and has enabled the council to make 
the changes and progress needed in 
this important area of work.

Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member 
for Children’s Services, said,

        The findings of this latest 
review make for positive reading and 
certainly confirms our improvement 
journey continues to make the 
progress necessary.

Further information on the findings of 
the review is available on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk



www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Find out more on
all these stories at

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Plans to sell 10% of Knowsley’s 
parks and green spaces have
been dropped.

Councillors have confirmed that all work on proposals to 
establish an independent Trust to manage parks has ceased. 

The proposals were being explored as a way of managing 
the borough’s parks once the £1.3 million of annual funding 
from the council ran out in April 2019. 

However, councillors decided to look again at the proposals 
after receiving feedback from local communities. 
Cllr Shelley Powell,  Cabinet Member for Communities and 
Neighbourhoods, said,

        We have listened to what local people have had to say 
on this issue. 

We know most residents do appreciate the scale of the 
financial challenge that the council faces, but they have
told us loud and clear that this isn’t something they want
us to do.

Councillors looked again at the proposals following the 
recent change of leadership at the council. 

The intention of the proposals was to allow the parks to 
be protected from future Government cuts, and to help the 
council achieve the savings that it must find – which will 
amount to more than £100 million taken from its budget by 
2020.
 
But as a result of the re-think, funding from the council’s 
budget will once again be allocated for annual maintenance 
costs for the next financial year, with councillors now 
working to find alternative savings instead.
Cllr Graham Morgan, Leader of Knowsley Council added,

        With the proposal to establish the parks Trust now off 
the table, we must now work to identify alternative ways to 
make the same saving of £1.3 million from our budget from 
next April.
 
We know this won’t be easy, and it will involve a thorough 
review of every aspect of the council’s work over the coming 
months. 

We will also make sure that local communities are involved 
in this process and we will be providing more information 
about where those alternative savings might potentially be 
found as soon as we can.

Councillors confirm:
“We’re not selling parks”



Council continues to look at options for services for adults
The council is exploring a range 
of local options for the future 
delivery of specialist services for 
adults in the borough. 

Currently, day services for older 
people and those with disabilities, 
respite care, supported living and 
the Shared Lives programme are 
delivered by the council’s own 
in-house teams. But as part of a 
modernisation programme, the 
council is looking at alternative ways 
of ensuring residents have access to 
high quality, responsive and value for 
money services. 

Cllr Sean Donnelly, Cabinet Member 
for Health and Social Care, said,

         We know that our residents’ 
adult social care needs are 
changing and we need to make 
sure we provide the support 
they need. We will be focusing 
our attention on developing a 
range of services alongside local 
partners within the Knowsley 
community.

Any proposals will be shared with 
residents who use the current 
services before any decisions are 
made.

There has been extraordinary support for a new restaurant planned for 
Prescot as chef and entrepreneur, Gary Usher, launched a crowdfunding 
campaign to raise £50,000 in 24 hours to help launch Pinion Bistro. 

A total of 1,193 people pledged their support which raised £86,624 in 24 hours - 
reaching the original target of £50,000 in just 59 minutes!  

Prescot will join Liverpool, Manchester, Chester and Wirral as the location of 
one of Gary Usher’s restaurants, two of which were recently named in 

the top 50 restaurants in the UK. 

The lease for the restaurant has been signed and work has 
already started. The front of the building on Eccleston 

Street will be restored to its original 1930s glory as part 
of the Prescot Townscape Heritage Initiative, which 

is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
restaurant is expected to open later this year.

More council services are now available at
www.knowsley.gov.uk, with many more in development. 
From paying your Council Tax to reporting fly tipping, 
you can do it online. 

To help you find out what you need, 
online chat support is also available.

IT’S ALL A
MATTER OF

Online
Services

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Jayne Aston, Cabinet Member for 
Resources, said,

       Contacting the council online 
is the fastest way to contact us 
and you can do it on a day and 
time to suit you. Our website can 
be accessed 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.



www.knowsleynews.co.uk

NEW 24/7 service having 
a positive impact

In just three months, the service has 
prevented 18 residents from being 
admitted to hospital and supported 
a further 28 discharges from hospital 
which has reduced their length of stay.

Diane Stafford, Assistant Director of 
Operations at St Helens and Knowsley 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, said,

        Some people do not have 
extended family around to help them 
and extra support in the community 
can help us to safely discharge 
patients in a timely manner, or even 
prevent their admission in the first 
instance. It is a great example of how 
a local authority can think differently 
and work with us to tackle shared 
issues and improve outcomes for 
Knowsley residents.

The service operates seven days a 
week providing bespoke support which 
includes personal care for residents 
with palliative care needs throughout 
the night and arranging transport for 
residents who are returning home from 
hospital.

You can read more on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk 

A funding package of around
£14 million has been approved for 
Prescot. The money will contribute 
towards the construction of 
the Shakespearean theatre and 
education centre as well as major 
upgrades to Prescot train station 
and transport connections in the 
town. 

The Shakespeare North Playhouse 
will celebrate Knowsley’s links 
with Elizabethan drama and be a 
major focal point for national and 
international visitors and students. 
The wider improvements to Prescot 
and the train station will complement 
this development to provide a 
welcoming experience to the town.

Improvements at the station will 
include a remodelled car park with 
increased capacity, additional lifts,
a new pedestrian and cycle path and 
signage between the station, town 
centre and Playhouse to help direct 
visitors.

There are also proposals to illuminate 
St Mary’s Church together with the 
complete replacement of the public 
realm on Eccleston Street. 

Kier Construction has been appointed 
to build the Shakespeare North 
Playhouse and work will start later 
this summer. The first phase of 
transport improvements will 
also start late summer with 
enhancements to the public 
realm between Prescot 
train station and the site 
of the Shakespeare North 
Playhouse. The council will 
work with local businesses 
and residents to ensure any 
disruption is minimised.

The funding is part of 
the Liverpool City Region 
Combined Authority 
Single Investment Fund. 

Earlier this year, the council launched a new service, providing a quick 
response to residents who have health and social care needs. By working 
during the night and at weekends, the team has moved away from the 
traditional 9am to 5pm service and the new approach is already having a 
major impact. 

News In Brief...

There’s still 
time to get 
tickets for 
Shakespeare’s 
magical play, 
The Tempest, 
which will be 
performed in 
the beautiful 
grounds of 
Knowsley Hall on 
Thursday, 9 August
at 7.30pm. To find out more or
to buy tickets, visit
www.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk 
(and search Tempest).

The Knowsley Apprentice is once again 
recruiting with 50 vacancies to choose 
from, including baker and cake decorator 
and glass cutter. Further information is 
available on the council’s website and 
the closing date for applications is
Thursday, 12 July.

Still time for  The Tempest

Dream . Believe . Achieve

Major funding boost for Sha  
North Playhouse and Prescot

espeare



A brand new attraction at Knowsley 
Safari is already proving popular 
with visitors only a month after 
it opened to the public. The new 
Tiger Trail is home to sisters Sinda 
and Bira - two rare Amur tigers. The 
facility, which was developed at a 
cost of £1.4 million, gives visitors an 
opportunity to get up close to the 
tigers by viewing them through full 
length panes of glass. 

The attraction is the latest addition 
to Knowsley Safari and is not only 
good news for visitors but also for 
the endangered Amur tiger species 
as the new facility has been designed 
to enable breeding in
the future.

T IGER
TRAIL

Knowsley
NEW

This year is an important one for the Flower Show 
as it celebrates its 20th anniversary!

The Knowsley Flower Show isn’t just for those 
with green fingers or who love flowers. Everyone 
can enjoy the event with the many family-friendly 
attractions and activities running throughout 
the day. You’ll find fair rides, live music, crafts, a 
dog show, a farmers market, information stalls 
and more. Whether you’re interested in flowers, 
gardening, growing or not, you’ll still enjoy and 
appreciate the large floral marquee showcasing 
hundreds of exhibits full of beauty and colour.

The Feelgood Festival is all about promoting 
health and wellbeing, and there will be plenty of 
opportunities to help you to feel your best. Expect 
drawing and painting workshops, knitting and 
crochet classes, yoga, meditation, and more.
There will also be stalls offering information and 
advice on a range of topics to help you enjoy a 
healthier lifestyle. 

The Feelgood Festival is on Saturday, 4 August 
between 1pm and 5pm, and the Knowsley
Flower Show is on Sunday, 5 August between 
11am and 5pm – make sure you put the dates
in your diary!

First Foodie Friday a success -
with more scheduled!

The Knowsley Flower Show and Feelgood Festival are 
returning to Court Hey Park next month. 

NEXT FOODIE FRIDAY...
20 JULY

The first Foodie Friday event for Huyton Village last month was a big hit with more 
than 650 people turning out in the sunshine to sample street food and craft ales 
and enjoy some great family entertainment. 

Two more Foodie Friday events are also planned for 20 July and 17 August.
Once again they will be held on Derby Road from 4.30pm to 8pm. 

If you’re a local business and would like to take part, or to
find out more about the forthcoming events, visit
www.huytonvillagfoodiefriday.co.uk

Knowsley Flower Show 
and Feelgood Festival 2018


